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REPORT ON THE XXVIth GENERAL ASSEMBLYof the International Astronomial UnionAugust 14-25 2006Prague, Czeh Republiby Chair Persons of the National and Loal Organizing CommitteesJan Palou�s, Cyril Ron & Jan Vondr�akMarh 19, 20071 SummaryThe 26th General Assembly of the International Astronomial Union (IAU) took plae in the Congress CenterPrague, from 14th to 25th August 2006. The apital of the Czeh Republi welomed the astronomers from allover the world again after 39 years, sine the 13th IAU General Assembly was held also in Prague in 1967.The Prague General Assembly was held under the auspies of the President of the Czeh Republi V�alavKlaus, former President of the Czeh Republi V�alav Havel, President of the Aademy of Sienes of theCzeh Republi V�alav Pa�es, Lord Mayor of the Capital of Prague Pavel B�em and the Retors of the CharlesUniversity in Prague, Czeh Tehnial University in Prague and Masaryk University in Brno.The last IAU General Assembly took plae in Sydney, the next ones are being prepared for 2009 in Rio deJaneiro and 2012 in Beijing.Prague welomed the astronomers from 73 ountries who ame to disuss and evaluate the most reentdisoveries and observations, to go through fundamental sienti�, tehnial and administrative problems andto agree on future international ooperation. The topis overed all astronomial disiplines, ranging from ourlosest neighborhood to the farthest objets of the universe.In total, 2412 astronomers partiipated at the General Assembly, out of whih there were 540 students and115 seniors (the latter two ategories paying substantially lower registration fee). Early registration fee, loweredby about 25 per ent, was used by about 85 per ent of partiipants, 87 persons registered on site. There were208 registered guests, inluding 38 hildren younger than 11 years.The program of the General Assembly onsisted of 6 symposia (3.5-day long), 17 Joint Disussions (1-2 daylong), 7 Speial Sessions (1-2 day long), the debates of Young Astronomers and Women in Astronomy, andabout 110 business meetings of Divisions, Commissions and Working Groups of the IAU. During the sienti�program almost 650 oral papers were presented and more than 1550 posters displayed. There were also fourInvited Disourses of the leading world astronomers: Jill Tarter (The evolution of life in the Universe), AlanTitle (The magneti �eld and its e�ets on the solar atmosphere as observed at high resolution), Shuang NanZhang (Similar phenomena at di�erent sales: Blak holes, Sun, supernovae, galaxies and galati lusters) andReinhard Genzel (The power of new experimental tehniques in astronomy: Zooming in on the blak hole inthe enter of the Milky Way). Three presentations of leading astronomers were also made for the Czeh publiat the building of the Aademy of Sienes that were interpreted into Czeh (Jill Tarter, Fran�oise Combes andReinhard Genzel). 3



The IAU General Assembly touhed a major part of atual questions of astronomy, astrophysis and relateddisiplines. Among others, small bodies of the Solar System that ould losely approah the Earth, double starsand their role in determining the distanes in the Universe, star formation, evolution of galaxies, blak holes,and new de�nition of a planet in the Solar System were disussed.The partiipants ould use the Internet onnetion in Internet Room in whih both desktop omputers andtens of free onnetions for laptop omputers were installed. About 1 TB of data was transmitted via this �xednetwork. Thanks to a sponsorship of the T-Mobile CZ ompany almost unlimited wireless onnetion was madepossible for those who brought their laptops equipped with WiFi ards. In total, 18370 of wireless onnetionsto Internet were used that lasted 15500 hours; about 250 GB of data were transmitted during the whole GeneralAssembly. This orresponds to approximately 1800 �fty-minute onnetions eah day.A rih aompanying program was prepared for the partiipants that more than 2200 persons utilized.Exept for tours to the most interesting parts of our ountry they ould take part in the exursion to theOnd�rejov Observatory and in a historial olloquium \Astronomy in Prague in the Mirror of Centuries".An exhibition was set up in the Congress Center Prague in whih 34 ompanies and institutions fromthe whole world partiipated. From the Czeh Republi these were: Astronomial Institute of the Aademyof Sienes, Klet' Observatory, Czeh Spae OÆe, Czeh Astronomial Soiety, T-Mobile CZ ompany andAademia publishing house. Among exhibitors, there was also the International Virtual Observatory Alliane.Every workday a newspaper \Dissertatio um Nunio Sidereo III" was issued that provided a symboli linkto the astronomial past of the Czeh Lands when Johannes Kepler published in Prague his work Dissertatioum Nunio Sidereo in 1610, and when the newspaper \Dissertatio um Nunio Sidereo II" was issued duringthe Prague IAU General Assembly in 1967.The IAU General Assembly was not open for publi. However, some parts were transmitted live to theinterned by web-streaming, thanks to a sponsorship provided by MediaStream ompany. All sessions thattook plae in the Congress Hall were transmitted: Opening and Closing Ceremonies, all four Invited Disourses,disussions and voting on the new de�nition of a planet and the talk by the laureate of Gruber Foundation Prize,John Mather 1. More than 8 thousand spetators followed these transmissions during the General Assembly.The most popular was the voting on planet de�nition during the seond plenary session whih about 5 thousandspetators witnessed in real time. All these transmissions are reorded and are aessible through the Internet,by January 2007 more than 37 thousand aesses were reorded.The introdutory Press Conferene for Czeh journalists took plae in the building of the Aademy ofSienes in Prague, before the opening of the General Assembly, on August 10. Daily press onferenes tookplae during the meetings, diretly in the Congress Center, in whih both oÆers of the IAU and importantworld astronomers partiipated. The General Assembly was mostly overed by the stations of the Czeh Radio(Radio�zurn�al, Praha, Vltava, Leonardo, �CR 6), but also by the Czeh press and Czeh TV whih providedservie to many TV ompanies in abroad. There were 125 domesti and 70 international journalists and pressagenies aredited. The eye-witnesses of IAU General Assemblies agreed that this Prague General Assemblyhad the highest publiity in the history.Several Czeh astronomers were honored during the assembly. Kamil Hornoh obtained a prize of the Pai�Astronomial Soiety for 2006 for astronomers - amateurs, Zden�ek Sekanina got the Nu�sl prize of the CzehAstronomial Soiety for his whole-life sienti� work, the IAU Symposium 240 (Double stars) was dediatedto Miroslav Plave and the editor of the international sienti� journal Solar Physis organized a festive lunhas a tribute to Zden�ek �Svestka. The ongress newspaper remembered in a long artile the outstanding Czehastrophysiist Franti�sek Link whose 100th birthday fell on the seond ongress day.1In Otober 2006 John Mather was awarded Nobel Prize in Physis.
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2 The Early Years2.1 History of Winning the BidThe �rst onsideration of Czeh astronomers making a bid for obtaining a seond IAU General Assembly (GA)in Prague was in the late 1990s. In 1999 the National Committee for Astronomy (NKA) deided to issue aninvitation, whih was sent to the General Seretary (GS) of the IAU in Deember 1999. Thus, the preparationtime for suh a major ongress was about 7 years.A more spei� onsideration inluding the venue and preliminary budget was prepared in ooperation withthe professional ongress ageny ICARIS. This proposal, whih was supported by the president of the CzehRepubli V�alav Havel, was sent to the IAU in June 2000. The deision to hold the 2006 IAU General Assembly(GA26) in Prague was announed after the EC meeting at the IAU General Assembly in Manhester in August2000.The GS and other members of the Exeutive Committee (EC) of the IAU visited Prague in May 2001 andinspeted the Prague Congress Center (KCP), whih was proposed as the GA venue. The seond EC visithappened in 2004. Beside the visit in KCP two possible venues for farewell reeption were shown: the Jesuitollege Clementinum and Industrial Palae. After a reommendation of the EC and disussions by NOC theIndustrial Palae was seleted. The EC meeting held in Rome June, 2005 deided on the sienti� proposalsfor the program of the Symposia, Joint Disussions and Speial Sessions that would be on agenda of GA26.2.2 Establishment of the National Organizing Committee - NOC2.2.1 The Chairpersons of the NOCIn January 2001 the NKA eleted Jan Palou�s as the hairperson and Jan Vondr�ak as the vie-hairperson ofthe National Organizing Committee (NOC) of the 26th GA IAU. Their �rst task was to propose before the endof February 2001 other members of the NOC. This proposal was subjet to an approval by the NKA.2.2.2 NOC membersFollowing the joint proposal of NOC hair and vie-hair persons the NKA approved in Marh 2001 the followingmembers of the NOC representing the major astronomy Institutions in the Czeh Republi:Ji�r�� Bi��ak - Institute of Theoretial Physis, Charles University, Prague;Ji�r�� Borovi�ka - Astronomial Institute, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi, Ond�rejov;So�na Ehlerov�a - Astronomial Institute, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi, Prague;Franti�sek F�arn��k - Astronomial Institute, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi, Ond�rejov;Ji�r�� Grygar - Institute of Physis, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi, Prague;Petr Hadrava - Astronomial Institute, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi, Ond�rejov;Petr Harmane - Astronomial Institute, Charles University, Prague;Petr Heinzel - Astronomial Institute, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi, Ond�rejov;Vladim��r Karas - Astronomial Institute, Charles University, Prague;Marian Karlik�y - Astronomial Institute, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi, Ond�rejov;Zden�ek Mikul�a�sek - Institute of Theoretial Physis and Astrophysis, Masaryk University, Brno;Jan Palou�s - Chair - Astronomial Institute, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi, Prague;Milo�s �Sidlihovsk�y - Astronomial Institute, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi, Prague;Martin �Sol - Astronomial Institute, Charles University, Prague;Jan Tih�a - Klet' Observatory;Jan Vondr�ak - Vie-hair - Astronomial Institute, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi, Prague;Marek Wolf - Astronomial Institute, Charles University, Prague.5



2.3 Formal HostsThe formal hosts issuing the invitation was NKA of the Czeh Republi. However, neither this body nor NOChas the legal subjetivity in the Czeh Republi enabling to sign ontrats with providers. In the ase of GA26,it was the Astronomial Institute of the Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi (AI ASCR) who overtookthe legal responsibility inluding all the �nanial risks.2.4 Finanial bakgroundThe initial seed funding for printing of the leaets with the �rst announement, �rst poster and other materials(see below) was provided by the AI ASCR. There was an appliation for the GA26 support pending at theMinistry of Eduation, Youth and Sports issued in 2005 for 10 MCZK, however, this appliation failed, whihwas announed early in 2006. Consequently, it was not possible to derease the registration fee to the level below500 EUR, as it was intended in the ase of suess of the above appliation. The only additional funding wasalloated by the same Ministry after the onferene in Otober 2006, but on a muh smaller level, 0.75 MCZK.The main onferene inomes were registration fees, a muh smaller part was provided by the exhibition, sponsorsand the Ministry of Eduation, Youth and Sports. Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi ontributed withspeial travel grants added to the individual grants alloated by the IAU.2.5 The Professional Conferene Organizer - PCO2.5.1 The Seletion ProessOne of the most important issues to be deided by the NOC was the appointment of a Professional ConfereneOrganizer (PCO) of the GA. An open tender was announed in April 2001 with a deadline for proposals in May2001. Some �ve PCOs responded to the tender request. The number was redued to two short-list andidates,ICARIS and CBT. The seletion was done in the end of May with the following result: the travel ageny CBT.(Congress Bussiness Travel) was the main partner providing all the neessary parts of the onferene exept theNewspaper, Program and Abstrat books and distribution of the last minute hanges in the program, whih wasattributed to the ongress ageny ICARIS. Originally, ICARIS should guarantee also the Internet onnetionat the onferene venue, but this was later provided by another partner.2.5.2 ContratsA sheme of ontrats has been developed during 2001 and 2002. The main ontrat was signed between AIASCR and CBT with the statement that an eventual negative �nanial result will be overed from the budget ofthe AI ASCR. Another ontrat �xed ICARIS as a sub-provider of spei� parts of the GA IAU. AI ASCR atsin this ontrat between CBT and ICARIS as reeiver approving that a servie was provided properly. Anotherontrat was signed between KCP and CBT. The details of ontrats were subjet to ontinuous hanges andupgrades, so that hanging requirements and spei� requests of the onferene ould be ful�lled.2.6 Seletion of the VenueSine the very beginning it was apparent that the only plae in Prague able to host the GA IAU with estimated2500 partiipants is the KCP. This venue hosted reently suh large events as the summit onferenes of theInternational Monetary Fund (2001) or NATO (2002). In 2006 still no other similar plae existed in Prague.2.6.1 The BookingNOC visited several times the KCP during 2001. In November the GS IAU Hans Rikman and AGS IAUOddbj�rn Engvold aompanied by the seretary Monique Orine visited the KCP. They were impressed withthe size and sope of the failities and the possibilities o�ered by the venue and the proess of room reservation6



and alloation of spei� events started. In 2002, the ontrat on the room reservations and other serviesbetween KCP and CBT was signed. It spei�ed the dates of the GA and the exlusivity, i.g. there will be noother ation during our dates in the building. One of the major halls, the Forum Hall (apaity 700), was leftas a reserve, and it was inluded to the budget only later in 2005.2.7 Development of the LogoIn 2002, the Logo of the 26th GA IAU has been proposed in a graphial studio by Eli�ska Konopisk�a. The NOCseleted from several variants and approved the �nal version, whih was used sine the Deember 2002 on theonferene poster, the 'Expression of Interest' leaet, and on other materials.

2.8 First AnnounementThe First announement with the information on the 26th GA IAU in Prague in the Czeh Republi and onthe GA venue was produed early in 2003. This leaet announed that the website www.astronomy2006.omexists and that it would be ontinually updated with the information on the aommodation, sienti� program,tourist program et. The ontat to the onferene seretariat CBT was given, and the Expression of Interestreturn leaet was inluded.2.9 ...are there frogs there too?As a part of the promotion of the future GA in Prague the poem '...are there frogs there too' by Jan Neruda wastranslated during �rst half of 2003 from Czeh to English by Robert Russel and illustrated by Lud�ek B�arta. JanNeruda, Czeh poet, writer and journalist born in Prague, grew up in a olourful part of the old Prague alledMal�a Strana (Lesser Town). Neruda's poetry work Cosmi Songs (1878) was inspired by modern astronomy.2.10 A movie: 'Astronomy in the Czeh Republi'As another part of the GA promotion, the 31 min. movie 'Astronomy in the Czeh Republi' was produedearly in 2003. The history starting from Tyho Brahe and Johannes Kepler inluding the time of Jesuit CollegeClementinum is represented there. The ontemporary major astronomial plaes in the Czeh Republi areintrodued with its instruments and prinipal projets.7



2.11 Publiity at the 25th GA in SydneyThe NOC reognized that good publiity at the 25th General Assembly in Sydney was important to whet theappetites of astronomers to ome to the Czeh Republi. A display about the Prague GA, whih inluded largeposters with the GA26th logo and a ontinuous video presentation inluding the movie 'Astronomy in the CzehRepubli' and other movies showing the tourism potential of the ountry, was set up in the display stand ofthe next GA provided by to us by Sydney GA organizers free of harge. The area was well attended, the Firstannounement was distributed there together with the booklet '...are there frogs there too'.To have an idea on the framework of the GA IAU, two CBT sta� members also attended the event. Thisexperienes from Sydney meeting were extremely valuable to the NOC and CBT in framing its approah toorganizing suh a omplex event in Prague.Attending NOC members met with the IAU Exeutive Committee during a session where the Co-Chairs ofthe Sydney Loal Organizing Committee presented their interim report. At the Closing Ceremony, Jan Palou�sinvited the 25th GA partiipants to the next GA IAU in Prague. He gave a presentation enhaned by images(inluding some of his own astronomial images) of Czeh Republi, Prague and Czeh astronomy.3 The Later Years3.1 Formation of the LOCAt a meeting in Otober 2004, the NOC appointed the LOC for the 26th GA IAU. It onsisted of the followingpersons: L. �Cervinka (ICARIS), Z. Dienstbierov�a (AI ASCR), J. Palou�s (ASCR), R. Pla�ek (AI ASCR), P.Suhan (AI ASCR), C. Ron - Chair-person (AI ASCR), M. �Senderov�a (CBT), Z. Tesa�rov�a (CBT), J. Tih�a(Klet' Observatory), J. Vondr�ak (AI ASCR), M. Wolf (AI UK).3.2 Meetings of NOC, LOC, CBT, Iaris and KCPThere were 22 meetings of the NOC & LOC before the beginning of GA. These meeting solved various tasks andproblems of the GA. At some of the meetings also other representatives of CBT and ICARIS travel agenies wereattending. Di�erent members of SOC/LOC visited the KCP to disuss the budget, IT, networking, atering,et.3.3 EC meeting in April 2005 in RomeThe hair NOC was invited to a part of the EC IAU meeting in April 2005 at Monte Mario Observatory inRome, whih was the same day when the new pope was eleted. There, the EC deided on the proposals of theSymposia, Joint Disussions (JD) and Speial Sessions (SPS) of the 26th GA in Prague, whih was announed tothe hair NOC, who reported on the status of preparations, on the GA venue and on the level of the registrationfee. It was made lear, that without a major sponsor, and assuming 2500 partiipants, the registration fee levelhas to be �550 EUR. This level has been approved by EC IAU. Another �nanial diÆulty was the hangingexhange rate of the Czeh Crown (CZK), whih was steadily rising over seven years of GA preparation. ChairNOC explained that it is neessary to �x the registration fee in CZK, sine the main spending are in thisurreny. This was also approved by the EC.As onerns the framework of the program, several symposia, JD and other meetings attrating similargroups of speialists overlapped in time. This resulted in a dilution of the speakers and of the audiene, sineno one an partiipate two events in parallel.
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3.4 Communiating with SOCs of individual eventsThe SOC's of the approved Symposia 235 - 240, JD 1 - 17, and SPS 1 - 7 started to prepare the detailedprogram of individual events. The ontat between separate SOC's was established via IAU. The names andaddresses of the SOC's hair-persons have been published in the IAU Bulletin. However, in our opinion, moreommuniation and exhanges of preliminary programs, lists of key-note speakers and other information on theorganization would be very welome. It should be better organized in the ase of future GA.3.5 Room alloationAlloation of rooms for individual events was done in ooperation between NOC/LOC - IAU seretariat inParis - CBT. It was a subjet of ontinuous hanges and inreasing requests from di�erent IAU Divisions, IAUCommissions, and groups interested to organize a meeting in Prague. The �nal limit was the total apaity ofthe KCP, whih was used to its maximum. Some days there were 18 meetings in parallel.3.6 General Assembly WebsiteThe GA26 website http://www.astronomy2006.omwas originally set up by CBT via Graphi Studio VLADOin 2003, just before the 25th General Assembly in Sydney in the very simple form. Only the general informationon the venue, the ontat to the NOC, IAU and GA seretariat and the pre-registration form have been provided.Up to the start of the on-line registration, more than 750 partiipants had been pre-registered. Thus LOC wasable to inform them about the start of the on-line registration.The website has been substantially updated on November 9, 2005. The following items have been put onit: the important dates, the on-line registration form, the on-line abstrat submission form, information onexhibition and sponsors, visa information and the sienti� program with links to the list of registered abstratsand websites of individual sienti� events. Sine Deember 2005 the link to: the IAU grant appliation, theon-line form to order the proeedings for speial redued prie, the on-line registration form of aommodation,and the on-line registration of the soial program & tours have been added. The website has been updatedontinuously and all substantial hanges were announed on the News page.Sine the end of April 2006, the RSS Feed has been provided on the GA26 website. The partiipants werethen highlighted on the news and hanges on the website through their RSS Feed Reader diretly. The assoiatedpages at the server astro.as.z were hosted and maintained either by Cyril Ron or by Mihal Bursa. Theyontained all information provided for the SOCs: the easier aess to the text of abstrats, the email addressesof the authors, et. The email addresses of the registered partiipants were also available to the SOCs in theform of the seured RSS feed.The website provided the most e�etive means of the NOC to distribute information to potential GApartiipants. The NOC have got ready aess to the email list of IAU members as a feed-bak of the last GAin Sydney Report. It is reommended that in the organization of future GAs, the NOC should be given anup-to-date opy of the IAU email address list.The statistis of the aesses to the GA26 website in 2006 is shown in the following table:(see http://www.astronomy2006.om/stat for more information)
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Month Unique Number of Pages Hits Bandwidthvisitors visitsJan 4719 6708 43161 191980 2.28 GBFeb 4484 6821 40380 199659 1.95 GBMar 4902 7885 43572 221310 2.23 GBApr 6095 11180 75507 355225 3.77 GBMay 8695 21102 164407 687745 8.87 GBJun 8213 19481 110172 529919 6.77 GBJul 8279 19351 108757 517538 7.04 GBAug 52195 84966 420703 2595590 31.55 GBSep 10452 18835 73870 346455 5.24 GBOt 6366 10953 40950 191531 3.01 GBNov 5431 8878 33464 188974 4.22 GBDe 4378 7465 32000 153922 3.50 GBTotal 124209 223625 1186943 6179848 80.44 GB3.7 SponsorsIn January 2005 letters together with preliminary appliation forms were distributed to 470 addresses, later inJune 2005 brohures for sponsors and exhibitors were sent to 250 addresses by regular mail and to 470 addressesby e-mail. The list of exhibitors is given in setion 5.3.Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Re-publiAmerian Astronomial Soiety sponsor of Program BookAstronomial Institute of Aademy ofSienes of the Czeh RepubliAstronomy & Astrophysis sponsor of PostersAuroton sponsor of Internet RoomESO / IVOA sponsor of Internet ServiesMediaStream sponsor of the High Speed Internet Connetion and WebVideo StreamingNational Aademy of Sienes sponsor of Young Astronomers and Women in AstronomyMeetingsOÆe of Naval Researh sponsor of Young Astronomers and Women in AstronomyMeetingsPeter Gruber Foundation sponsor of Inaugural CeremonyT-Mobile sponsor of Wireless Internet AessUnited Nations OÆe for Outer SpaeA�airs3.8 Registration FeeThe originally proposed registration fee, resulting from the very �rst preliminary budget sent to IAU GeneralSeretary in June 2000, was only 345 USD. It was based on the estimated total expenditures of the GeneralAssembly for 2500 partiipants of about 34 million CZK and the rate of exhange of about 40CZK/USD thatwas valid at that time. However, two disadvantageous moments played a very negative role in the evolution ofthe registration fee level during the 6 years preeding the General Assembly, the �rst one being dominant:� Unexpetedly rapid evolution of the rate of exhange between the Czeh Crown and both US dollar andEuro; the Czeh Crown steadily grew stronger and stronger from about 40CZK/USD and 35CZK/EURin 2000 to some 22CZK/USD and 28CZK/EUR in August 2006, respetively.10



� The growing IAU requirements for more and more rooms and assoiated servies needed in the KCP, sothat the total expenditures expressed in CZK grew from the original expetation of 34 million to �nalalmost 40 million.From this follows that the main ause for the relatively high registration fee (with respet to what weexpeted in the preliminary budget) was the evolution of USD and EUR with respet to CZK.At all times the NOC and CBT did their best to keep the expenditures of all servies as low as possible,by permanent negotiations with all providers, mainly the KCP. In view of this unhappy evolution, and alsobeause of the fat that all ontrats were signed with pries �xed in CZK, we deided well before the GA to�x the registration fee in CZK. This strategy was approved by the IAU EC in April 2005.Thus the registration fee for regular partiipants was �xed to 16500CZK (early registration, before May 31)and 20500CZK (after that date); we allowed a substantially lower fee for registered guests (4500 and 6500 CZKrespetively), and also for the students (under 35) and seniors (above 70) for 4500 and 5500 CZK, respetively. Aspeial redued registration fee was also granted for a limited number of partiipants, ful�lling spei� onditions(see setion Speial Registration Fee below).3.9 Speial Registration FeeEarly in 2006 a strong pressure from Jay Passaho�, the president of Commission 46 and o-hair of SpeialSession 2 started to allow a redued fee also for the "teahers". Sine this was a very vague de�nition (most ofthe astronomers are in a way teahers) that ould eventually lead to a substantial hole in the budget, we wereopposing this. There were also proposals from other potential partiipants, requiring a lower fee for those whowished to attend only a small part of the GA (one or two-day registration fee).After lengthy disussions with the IAU General Seretary we �nally deided to allow a speial registration fee(equal to student/senior fee) for a limited number of non- astronomers, non-members of the IAU, who wished topartiipate only in a spei� and short (typially one or two day long) session. Their appliation, ontaining alear delaration that they would not attend any other session, had to be addressed to the vie-hair of the NOC,together with a reommendation by the hairperson of the session in question. The deadline for sending theappliation was originally set to April 9 (idential with the one for IAU grants), but later on it was postponedto May 31 (idential with the early registration).21 suh appliations arrived, 4 of whih were refused beause the appliants either reeived an IAU grant forthe whole GA, or were students and had to pay a redued fee anyway. They attended JD11 (1), Commission50 Business Session (3), SPS 2 (10) and SPS 3 (3).3.10 Invited SpeakersThere were four Invited Disourses by Jill Tarter, Shuang Nan Zhang, Alan Title and Reinhard Genzel. Theseinvited speakers did not pay the registration fee. In the ase of other key-note and invited speakers to theSymposia, JD and SPS, the level of �nanial support was overed from the �nanes of the event provided bythe IAU aording to SOC's reommendations.3.11 IAU and other Travel GrantsThe IAU grants were distributed by the GS IAU upon reommendations of the SOC's of individual eventsfollowing the general IAU rules for grant alloations. It overed in some ases the registration fee and otherexpenses like aommodation and travel, however, in many ases only partially. Additional grants of theAademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi were distributed by the NOC overing the aommodation expenseand the per diem.
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3.12 AbstratsThe full eletroni treatment of abstrats was initially planned to be prepared by one of our professionalorganizers, ICARIS. However, at the time of the seond EC visit in November 2004 in Prague, the detailedtreatment of abstrats was not demonstrated. GS requested a test with one abstrat to see how it wouldbe proessed, whih was not possible. GS IAU deided that IAU would order this servie from a professionalprovider Oxford Abstrats (OA) and that IAU will over this servie �nanially. OA should prepare the abstratsfor evaluation by SOC's and also the pdf version of all the abstrats for print of the Abstrat Book.But this servie by OA was user unfriendly and rather rudimentary and it was neessary to devote a lot ofadditional work to display the abstrats on the GA website in a more user friendly form, to help the SOC'swith reviewing and to prepare the Abstrat Book for print. However, sine ICARIS was exluded from thise�ets, all the load was on GS IAU and NOC/LOC (Cyril Ron, CBT and subproviders). When we asked theOA for minor hanges, they answered immediately and they did well what we asked them for. But, if asked fora substantial hange, they refused to proeed without new negotiation with the IAU. It was very unomfortablesituation.The main problems of the OA servie an be identi�ed as:1. OA aepted only MS Word �les. For many astronomers it was an unsolvable problem, in partiular forthose who used the Sun mahines, or Mas, or even PC's with Linux.2. The abstrats had to be submitted as MS Word �les using the OA template, but the system did not hekif the author really used the template and observed the rules. As a result, about 15% of the abstrats weresubmitted in other formats (LATEX, open oÆe, plain text - it would be the best solution, abiword, LATEX,StaroÆe, pdf, . . . ) than MS Word! At �rst, we asked the authors to set the �les right, but afterwardswe had to do it ourselves (Cyril Ron, and in some ases the SOCs hairpersons themselves).3. It was inonvenient to put the MS Word �les on the web as one had to lik on the link and then theMS Word program started to show the abstrat. The body of an abstrat ontained neither the author'sname, nor aÆliation, only the title and the text of abstrat. The other information was present somewherein the data base but not aessible from the Internet. Thus to show all the abstrats on the GA web sitewe had to transform the partiular MS Word �les to the plain text and html, respetively. We produeda linux sript that made this automatially one per week (we used the wvText and wvHtml proeduresof linux). Later on, our Web designers (Graphi studio VLADO) ontated the OA and negotiated withthem the RSS Feed (the window into their database) to be able to get more information to be shown onthe GA web site, but we never obtained everything that we asked for.4. The Abstrat Book preparation was the nightmare of IAU General Seretary, Oddbj�rn Engvold. OAprovided only the individual MS Word �les for eah abstrat. Only the immense joint e�ort of Oddbj�rnEngvold and Cyril Ron guaranteed that the �nal printable pdf �le of the Abstrat Book was preparedfor printing in time. The main problem, and in several ases an unsolvable one, was the nonhalane ofsubmitters, as they did not follow the instrutions for the abstrat preparation.After the GA, in Deember 2006, the web designer (VLADO) and professional organizer CBT presented tothe IAU their joint projet of an advaned model of a software ustom built for IAU based on their experiene(both bad and good) with the OA.3.13 VisasVisitors from non-EU ountries had to possess a passport valid for at least the next 3 months. Partiipantsrequiring a visa had to apply immediately to the nearest onsular oÆe or a diplomati mission of the CzehRepubli in order to avoid a delayed arrival to the Conferene. They were warned that the visa appliationproedure ould take up to two months. It was not possible to obtain visa at the border or Prague Airport.12



For more information and addresses of the Czeh embassies the partiipants were instruted to visit the webpage of Ministry of Foreign A�airs of the Czeh Republi - www.mzv.z (English version). The "Appliationfor the Czeh Visa" was available on the web page in eletroni version, too.In some ases a personal intervention of the NOC hair-person at the Embassies of the Czeh Republi inVietnam, India, Iran and other plaes was neessary to speed up the proess of obtaining the visa.3.14 AommodationDue to a large number of expeted partiipants, and due to the popularity of Prague as a tourist destination,it was important to book aommodation in Hotels and Colleges well in advane. Therefore, the �rst bookingwere made by CBT in Marh 2004 when a total of 2 360 rooms were pre-booked (superior 360, �rst lass500, moderate 700, tourist 300, hostels 500). The struture of the hotel rooms has been hanged following theremarks of IAU exeutive to have more heaper rooms (800 rooms in hostels and student dormitories).Desriptions of the hotels, apartments and university olleges listed in the Registration Form were inludedon the GA website. The booking of aommodation was provided through the web site, whih was onneted tothe registration form on the web. The prie per night of the hotels and apartments ranged from 15 -230 EUR.The �rst booking has been done in January 2006, the highest frequeny of booking has been in June and July2006.One night deposit was required in advane to guarantee the booking for 5* and 4* hotels. Full prepaymentwas required in advane to guarantee the booking for lower ategory hotels inluding 3* ategory, and hostels.Upon reeipt of the full prepayment the Conferene Seretariat issued the Hotel Vouher and sent it to thepartiipant. This Vouher had to be presented at the reeption of the respetive hotel upon arrival. Thereappeared omplaints about these onditions and espeially about the omplete prepayment of the whole stay.For that reason the full prepayment has been hanged to one night deposit sine July 1.3.14.1 CanellationThe following onditions have been delared on the web pages onerning anellation of the aommodation:� before July 28, 2006 - full refund;� before August 8, 2006 - 30% from the total prie not refunded;� 3 days prior to the arrival - 50% from the total prie not refunded;� 2 days prior to the arrival or less - no refund.All the refunds have been proessed after the Conferene in 2006.3.14.2 Final statistis of the aommodationThere were booked 1,243 rooms in 36 hotels or hostels through the GA website. The average stay in thesehotels has been 7-8 days. The �nal aommodation numbers were:5* 196 rooms4* 3253* 5672* 62hostels 93
13



Other aommodation Sixty �ve astronomers who have reeived the grant of Aademy of Sienes of theCzeh Republi were aommodated in the aademi pensions 'Villa Lanna' and 'Na Marn�e' and in a Universityhostel. Several guests have been aommodated in the lodging houses of the Astronomial Institute either inPrague or at the Ond�rejov observatory.Of ourse, many astronomers hose the aommodation by their own.3.15 DeadlinesApril 9, 2006 Appliation for IAU grant losesApril 30, 2006 Deadline for appliation for the Fellowships of the Peter Gruber FoundationMay 10, 2006 Noti�ation of IAU grantMay 31, 2006 End of early registrationJune 1, 2006 Reommended deadline for hotel bookingJune 26, 2006 End of abstrat submissionJune 30, 2006 Reommended registration for Media AreditationJuly 31, 2006 Reommended deadline for registration to Farewell ReeptionAugust 7, 2006 End of late registration - after this date only on-site registration is possibleAugust 7, 2006 Deadline for the on-line Proeedings requests - after this date the purhase will be availableonly on the spot at the KCPAugust 7, 2006 Deadline for the on-line Soial & Tourist Program requests - after this date the limitednumber of the tikets will be available only on-siteAugust 10, 2006 Deadline for the on-line booking of aommodation.August 12, 2006 On-site registration was open. For those, who registered early during the weekend 12 - 13August, 2006, a lottery was organized. The 3 winners got tikets for the dinner for 2 persons at the seeingtower at �Zi�zkov, Prague.4 IAU 26th General Assembly4.1 Registration4.1.1 Conferene KitAt the registration, the partiipants were provided with a GA Conferene Kit ontaining: the Program Book,the Abstrat Book, the List of Partiipants and several other items suh as name badge over, List of Exhibitors(inl. the Exhibition Floor-Plan), Instrutions for Speakers, Instrutions for WiFi Connetion, map of Prague,brohure - Astronomial Prague by Martin �Sol, list of restaurants surrounding KCP, a penil, a notepad,information about lunhes / ZOOM Restaurant, a booklet on Prague, and a booklet on Astronomial Instituteof the Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi. Other items inserted were leaets of Blakwell Publishing,Cambridge Siene Publishers, Cambridge University Press, Wiley VCH Verlag, 18th Conferene on GeneralRelativity and Gravitation, and XXIII Texas Symposium on Relativisti Astrophysis.A speial CD with the presentation ASTRO 2001 in English and German version was distributed to parti-ipants separately.
14



4.1.2 Registration BadgesBadges worn by GA partiipants were olor-oded aording to ategory:IAU member BlueInvited Partiipant GreenRegistered Guest (inluding hildren) YellowNOC/LOC Sta� BrownMedia/Press OrangeExhibitor Light BlueExeutive Committee & IAU Sta� GoldVisitor PinkSpeial Category Blak4.2 Sienti� Program INVITED DISCOURSESID1 Jill Tarter: "The Evolution of Life in the Universe" 1109ID2 Alan Title: "The Magneti Field and its E�ets on the Solar Atmosphere as Ob-served at High Resolution" 590ID3 Shuang Nan Zhang: "Similar phenomena at di�erent sales: Blak Holes, Sun,Supernovae, Galaxies and Galaxy Clusters" 779ID4 Reinhard Genzel: "The power of new experimental tehniques in astronomy:Zooming in on the blak hole in the Center of the Milky Way" 928SYMPOSIAS235 Evolution of Galaxies aross the Hubble Time 807S236 Near Earth Objets, our Celestial Neighbors: Opportunity and Risk 396S237 Triggered Star Formation in a Turbulent ISM 489S238 Blak Holes: from Stars to Galaxies - aross the Range of Masses 603S239 Convetion in Astrophysis 300S240 Binary Stars as Critial Tools and Tests in Modern Astrophysis 498JOINT DISCUSSIONSJD01 Partile Aeleration - from Solar System to AGN 241JD02 Pulsar Emission and Related Phenomena 202JD03 Solar Ative Regions and 3D Magneti Struture 237JD04 The Ultraviolet Universe: Stars from Birth to Death 337JD05 Calibrating the Top of the Stellar M-L Relation 199JD06 Neutron Stars and Blak Holes in Star Clusters 330JD07 The Universe at z>6 532JD08 Solar and Stellar Ativity Cyles 318JD09 Supernovae: One Millennium after SN1006 293JD10 Progress in Planetary Exploration Missions 307JD11 Pre-Solar Grains as Astrophysial Tools 137JD12 Long Wavelength Astrophysis 279JD13 Exploiting Large Surveys for Galati Astronomy 365JD14 Modelling Dense Stellar Systems 203JD15 New Cosmology Results from the Spizer Spae Telesope 425JD16 Nomenlature, Preession and New Models in Fundamental Astronomy 203JD17 Highlights of Reent Progress in the Seismology of the Sun and Sun-like Stars 20215



SPECIAL SESSIONSSPS1 Astronomial Failities of the Next Deade 732SPS2 Innovation in Teahing/Learning Astronomy Methods 400SPS3 The Virtual Observatory in Ation: New Siene, New Tehnology, and Next Gener-ation Failities 501SPS4 "Hot Topis" 299SPS5 Astronomy for the Developing World 280SPS6 Astronomial Data Management 292SPS7 Astronomy in Antartia 250At the r.h.s. the numbers of those partiipants are given, who assigned the event at the registration form.
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4.3 Opening CeremonyConsiderable e�ort was put into the planning of the Inaugural eremony. The program and performers weredisussed at the NOC/LOC meetings during more than one year. The �nal senario was worked out by Mrs.Monika �Senderov�a of CBT.The formal GA opening eremony on Tuesday, August 15, 2006 was held in the Congress Hall of KCP withan audiene of about 2,000 people.Master of Ceremonies: Jan Palou�s, Chairman of NOCOpening of the XXVIth GA: Ronald D. Ekers, President of IAU 2003-2006Anthem of the Czeh Republi: Lesser Town Singers2Attending: V�alav Mrave, Head of the International Depart-ment of the OÆe of the President of the Czeh Re-publi V�alav KlausOÆial Addresses: Milo�s Gregar, Representative of the town PragueV�alav Pa�es, President of Aademy of Sienes ofthe Czeh RepubliJana Musilov�a, Vie-Retor, Masaryk University inBrnoJan Bedn�a�r, Vie-Retor, Charles University inPragueV�alav Havl���ek, Retor, Czeh Tehnial Universityin PragueWelome after 39 years: Lubo�s Perek, Emeritus, AI ASCR.Performane: Children's Traditional Ensemble \Ros�enka"3Presentation of the 2006 Cosmology Prize: Peter Gruber FoundationPerformane: Lesser Town SingersAstronomy in Prague: From the Past to thePresent: Alena Hadravov�a Researh Center for the History ofSienes and HumanitiesThe Peter Gruber Foundation presents international prizes in Cosmology, Genetis, Neurosiene, Justie,and Women's Rights. Eah prize is valued this year at US $250,000. The Foundation's goal is to reognize,honour, and enourage individuals who have transformed their �elds, and by shining a Spotlight on them,enourage others to follow in their footsteps. The Foundation, in ooperation with the IAU, also reognizespromising young investigators in osmology every three years.The Opening eremony was followed by the Session I of IAU General Assembly and the Coktail in theexhibition area, respetively. The exhibition area provided a wonderful view almost of the whole Prague.The ost of the Opening has been inluded in the registration fee. Prie per extra tiket was CZK 400(approx. 14 EUR).2Lesser Town Singers: was established in 1996 as a group of �fteen young musial enthusiasts { mostly students of variousPrague high shools. After relatively short period of existene, they have built a large repertoire onentrating on spiritual musifrom di�erent historial periods and ountries, as well as on lighter genres (swing and jazz). In the following years they have enjoyedthe opportunity to sing in various ities, hurhes and onert halls all around the Czeh Republi. In 2005 the hoir ompleted asuessful onert tour of the USA.3Children traditional ensemble Ros�enka: (imbalom musi with folk daners) has been established in 1982. The repertoryomes out of the nursery rhymes, games, songs and danes from Moravian areas Dol�n�ako (near Uhersk�e Hradi�st�e) and Slov�ako.The original group of 35 members has spread to 130 hildren and young people at the age of 5 to 25 years. They are divided tothe six independent groups and two folk musi ensembles. At the present time Ros�enka deorates most of the prestigious folk andother ultural events and belongs to the absolute top of folk ensembles in the Czeh Republi. This is proved by many prizes fromboth inland and foreign festivals. 18



4.4 ConertThe Conert of Prague Philharmonia4 was performed on Friday, August 18, 2006 in the Congress Hall of PragueCongress Centre at 6.30 p.m. The ost of this event was inluded in the registration fee. Prie per extra tiketwas CZK 400 (approx. 14 EUR). The program of the onert was as follows:W.A Mozart La Clemenza di Tito (�rst performed publily on September 6, 1791 in Prague.),A. Dvo�r�ak The Czeh Suite in D Major, Op. 39J. �Saroun The Lights (�rst performed publily here),W. A. Mozart Symphony in D Major, No.38, KV 504 "Prague".The genres of Prague and Czeh landsape were projeted during the performane that ould disturb some-body of audiene at listening and moreover, the noise of the projetors was too high lose to them in the bakrows of the Congress Hall. Even in view of these problems the onert was appreiated by the audiene.4.5 Closing CeremonyThe vote on the Resolutions relating to Pluto put the Closing Ceremony and the Plenary Session II into theenter of attention of media. About twenty TV-rews took part in the Closing eremony on Thursday, August24, 14:00 17:30 in the KCP.The voal quartet A�etto opened the Plenary Session II by its program of mediaeval songs that took 10minutes. First the IAU Seretary announed 925 new individual members of IAU and welomed those presentedin the audiene. After the report of Resolutions Committee and the exellent and spetaular presentation byJ. Bell onerning the new de�nition of planets in solar system, the vote for the resolutions started. The votingproedure adopted during the meeting was suÆient in ase of the great majority agreed or disagreed but inase of the equilibrium of the positive and negative votes appeared the problem with omputing the votes inthe large hall. The possibility of hiring out a voting mahine was disussed by NOC/LOC but the prie wastoo high and the proedure was set up to the alamation with the yellow voting ards whih only the IAUmembers obtained at the entranes to the Congress Hall.The LOC was asked for providing an e�etive means of respetful srolling through 173 names of membersdeeased sine the previous GA. Then the new membership in the exeutive bodies of IAU were introdued. Asexpeted, Catherine Cesarsky was eleted as the IAU President for the period 2006-2009. The President-Eletis Robert S. Williams. Brazilian organizers of the next GA27 presented the venue, and Beijing was announedfor the 2012 GA (August 12-25).4.6 Farewell ReeptionOn Wednesday, August 23 the partiipants were invited to the Industrial Palae, where the Farewell Reeptionwas held. The palae, built in 1891 in late 19th-entury deorative style, is loated in a northern part of theity, in the area of Prague Exhibition Grounds.The whole program evoked the period between two world wars by the properties as old ars, musi andlothing of the hostesses. The swing band5 together with the Master of Ceremonies (Ond�rej Havelka) put theguests into the whirl of dane so that the oor was not suÆient for the daning ouples. The evening was4The Prague Philharmonia was founded in 1994. Its fundamental instrumentation is based on the Viennese lassial orhestra,whih an be augmented and altered aording to the repertoire needs. The orhestra's repertoire fouses on masterpiees of theClassial and Romanti periods as well as musi of the twentieth entury, inluding works by negleted omposers, rarely-playedpiees, and new works by ontemporary omposers. From the outset, the Prague Philharmonia's Chief Condutor has been itsfounder Ji�r�� B�elohl�avek. From 2005/06 season a position of Chief Condutor was overtaken by Kaspar Zehnder. The PraguePhilharmonia ontinues to ollaborate with Prinipal Guest Condutor Mihel Swierzewski and young Czeh ondutor JakubHru�sa. In April 2005, the Prague Philharmonia was a partner to Luiano Pavarotti on his farewell onert in Prague.5Havelka Sisters & Havelka Sisters Band is an ensemble of twelve enthusiasti musiians who have all suumbed to early swings.For many years, they have been walking their audienes through the period between the wars, a period �lled with rhythm, dane,inspiration, pure ideals, and romanti loves and dreams. The ensemble is omposed of a ladies' voal quartet and an eight-memberorhestra: piano, tenor saxophone, alt saxophone, trumpet, violinophone, guitar, perussion, and bass.19



losed by the water and light show on Smetana's musi at the K�ri�z��k's Fountain beside of the Industrial Palae.The show took 50 minutes and �nished just before 1 a.m. Probably it was too late for most of guests beauseonly less than 100 viewers remained to the end of the show. Hot, old bu�et and drinks were available.During 2005 NOC/LOC still hoped that it will be possible to o�er the Farewell Reeption free of harge.In this ase we expeted about 1500 guests. Early, in 2006 when the appliation for support at the Ministry ofEduation failed, we onluded that the budget does not allow free of harge aess. We started a disussionon the prie per tiket and also on the number of attendees, whih probably would redue if we inlude anyharge. As a result we expeted 1/2, e.g. 750 attendees, and we set the prie to 30 EUR per person, whihwas about one half of the real prie. The on-line registration for this event was open at the GA web page atOn-Line Soial & Tourist Program Form.As a �nal result 422 tikets have been sold, and 135 persons were invited free of harge (SOC's members,LOC/NOC members, EC IAU, et.).4.7 Audio-Visual FailitiesAt the very beginning of the GA preparation the LOC disussed what kind of audiovisual (AV) failitieswould be required by presenters. We took into onsideration the reommendation of the NOC of the 25th GAAssembly in Sydney that "for future GA meetings, full AV failities should be fatored into the initial planningand budgeting.\ It has been deided to support not only the Mirosoft software (PowerPoint) but also the opensoure programs and other ommon formats of presentations (it means OpenOÆe, pdf, ps and html formats).We wanted to enable the presentations of the speial movies and for the Ma users too. Therefore, the privatelaptops ould be hooked into all rooms equipped for data projetion. The supported formats and softwaretogether their versions installed to the PCs in the rooms (MS PowerPoint, OpenOÆe Impress, Adobe ArobatReader, Windows Media Player, QuikTime, Ghostview) were presented well before the beginning of the GAat the web page. Aordingly, the general poliy was established that full failities, inluding transparenyprojetion would be provided for all Symposia, Joint Disussions, Speial Sessions and Invited Disourses andeven for the smaller meetings, for example Commission, Division and EC meetings.The �rst alulated provision of AV failities from KCP for the IAU GA have been "astronomially\ expensiveas well. The LOC thought about limiting the use of AV failities to the major meetings only. But later, aftermany hard and long negotiations between LOC (mostly Z. Tesa�rov�a and J. Palou�s) and KCP the provisionreahed the normal and tolerable ost.The LOC provided at the 3rd oor in KCP a "Speaker Preparation Room\ equipped with the same hardwareand software as those used in the session rooms to enable to hek the presentations (and modify them) ifneessary. For those using their own laptop, a few extra LCD displays were available to hek if the video-signal output to the data projetor has been working awlessly. All partiipants obtained the "Instrutionfor Speakers\ whih were inluded in the Conferene Kit. All speakers were strongly advised to report to theSpeaker Preparation Room well before (3-4 hours in minimum) their talk.It should be noted that the AV failities and presentation support, in onjuntion with support of sta� inthe Speaker Preparation Room and in the session rooms, were outstanding. Many speakers praised the highquality of the failities and the absene of presentation disruptions.4.8 PostersIn the initial planning, all posters were to be loated in the Terrae I, Terrae II and in the part of CongressHall Foyer(2nd oor). The planned use of these areas was based on a maximum of about 800 posters displayedat any one time, with a poster hangeover during the weekend within the GA period. However, the NOC hadagreed to display all posters approved by meeting SOCs, and the �nal number of requested poster reahed1,550. At the beginning of July, the large disrepany appeared between requests for poster alloations duringthe �rst and seond week of the GA. In view of this, the LOC deided to reate more spae for the partiipantsby exhanging the Congress Hall Foyer with the South Hall (3rd oor). Thanks to the negotiations with the20



KCP, no additional osts were harged. The posters have been alloated with the aim that the posters of ertainevent should be loated together, and that the poster area and the session room of an event should be as loseas possible.There was a total of 1070 poster boards with a portrait format of an e�etive area 97 m (width) x 180 m(height). This e�etive area was overed by a arpet-like surfae and the posters were �xed only with pins. Theposter boards were almost fully oupied during the �rst week and half oupied during the seond week.4.9 GA NewspaperEvery workday a newspaper Dissertatio um Nunio Sidereo III was issued that provided a symboli link tothe astronomial past of the Czeh Lands when Johannes Kepler published in Prague his work Dissertatio umNunio Sidereo in 1610, and when the newspaper Dissertatio um Nunio Sidereo II was issued during thePrague IAU General Assembly in 1967.The daily Newspaper was prepared by the editorial board omposed of the editor in hief and 8 reporters, 2tehnial editors, 2 artoonists, 2 seretaries and the language editor. Due to a large number of ontributions,starting from No. 7 an eletroni supplement appeared on GA website. 4 numbers were omposed of 8 pages(format A3) and the remaining 6 numbers inluded 4 pages (format A3) only. 3000 opies were produed withthe exeption of the last number, when only 2000 opies were produed. Seleted artiles were translated intoCzeh and published on the website of the Czeh Astronomial Soiety.4.10 Women in Astronomy MeetingThe Women in Astronomy lunh was held on Monday 21 August from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. The LunhMeeting was preeded by a business meeting of the IAU Working Group for Women in Astronomy. The Womenin Astronomy lunh was attended by the urrent president of the IAU Ron Ekers, the inoming PresidentCatherine Cesarsky, the �rst woman to hold this position, the General Seretary and Vie-Presidents, manysenior astronomers, as well as young astronomers and students. The total number of partiipants was 301oming from 49 ountries. The geographial distribution was adequate, ranging from large, developed ountries(United States, Russian Federation, Germany, Italy, Frane, United Kingdom) to developing ountries (Armenia,Honduras, Indonesia, Iran, Maedonia, Philippines, Trinidad &Tobago, Viet Nam). The large majority, 92perent of partiipants, onsists of women. The meeting was hosted by the Working Group for Women inAstronomy and was haired by the o-hair of this WG Anne Green.The fous of this meeting was on hanges in the status of women in astronomy sine the 2003 GeneralAssembly in Sydney and on formulation of strategies that will improve the environment for all astronomers.All partiipants reeived a opy of The Baltimore Charter for Women in Astronomy.The keynote speakers were Prof. Sunetra Giridhar (Indian Institute of Astronomy, Bangalore, India) andDr. Patriia Knezek (WYIN Observatory, Arizona, USA). The subjet of the meeting was Career Developmentfor Women.Sunetra Giridhar started her talk with information about women literay in India. It is 54.16 % and itis inreasing (for both genders), but very di�erent in di�erent parts on India. The proportion of women inastronomy is inreasing in India in the last few deades, also in senior positions, but only in states where thewomen literay inreases (for example in Maharashtra, West Bengal). Some of Indian women in astronomy areworking abroad. There is a plan prepared by the departments of siene and Tehnology SERC named \WomenSientist Sheme" three year grants for women to obtain suÆient results helping them to get a good positions.Patriia Knezek spoke about \Women in astronomy in the AAS ommunity: Past + Present = Plan for theFuture". She presented various statistis showing the position of women in astronomy in the past and duringreent years. There are a lot of young women interested in astronomy during their student years (The 60%Cohort in the U.S.). If the female proportion in astronomy delines with age, being highest for students andsmallest in permanent positions, then the main question is: where do these women go? Why women still seemto be either slow or leave their areers? The �rst step is a more detailed statistial survey in the astronomial21



ommunity, although the bakground ould vary between ountries. The situation also varies widely frominstitution to institution. There is a substantial need to establish reliable, well understood statistis. As aseond step we need to answer the question why. The AAS/AIP is working on The Longitudinal Study ofAstronomial Career Path. There is not only the traditional view of suess, but there are another alternativeareer ways. The astronomial land is hanging now. Large ollaborative e�orts are inreasing; demand foreduation is inreasing as well as roles in siene and university management, publi outreah, siene poliy,programming, instrumentation. In this way many varied �elds are opening for \areer" in astronomy. The mainpoint is that full partiipation of men and women in astronomy will maximize the exellene in the �eld.These two presentations were followed by disussions in breakout groups of 10 on �ve most importantissues over lunh: Unequal opportunity \has disrimination gone underground? Mentoring and self-on�dene"does women network work e�etively or are our disussions supportive but not onstrutive? How an weupwardly manage our areers better? Do young women astronomers need more role models? Who makes ane�etive mentor? Suggestions and strategies for building self-on�dene are women more relutant to promotethemselves? Anedotal evidene suggests that women base their appliation on past ahievements rather thanon their potentials for a job, whih men do. Do you agree? Family responsibilities is there an easier time tomanage having hildren? What kind of provision for hild-are is ritial at workplaes and onferenes? After aareer interruption, is your re-entry at a lower level, whih then makes the path to senior position a longer one?Sine women are still (generally) the primary aregivers, is there a greater vulnerability for researh disruptionand exlusion from time ritial projets? Dual areers equal advanement of two areers is extremely diÆult.Lak of mobility often a�ets women more than men. How an we mitigate this? How an we enourage greateronsideration of options for partners? Can we make a paradigm shift so that a non-standard areer path is nota disadvantage? What do reent statistis tell us? Now that the gender imbalane at shool and university haslargely disappeared, how do we ensure this translates into greater representation for women in permanent andsenior appointments, in positions that arry deision-making responsibilities and prestige?Members of these randomly reated table-groups ould exhange and share various points of views omingfrom di�erent ountries and various types of institutions. These disussions were very interesting, deep anddetailed, and women in astronomy were very ative in them.Then results of these groups were reported bak to the plenary session at the end of meeting.The following ation items were submitted to the inoming IAU Exeutive: ensure adequate representationfor women in IAU bodies, on Siene Organizing Committees and as invited speakers for Symposia, make theprovision of hildare at meetings, either supplied or paid for, a priority. By the way, this General Assembly ofthe IAU has started a new era with the �rst woman eleted for the IAU president Catherine Cesarsky. It wasalso mentioned that the IAU gender statistis gives an inomplete piture beause younger astronomers, bothmen and women, are not usually members of the IAU.This Women in Astronomy meeting was an exellent opportunity to exhange ideas and experiene. Orga-nizers hope to prepare suh meeting again for the next GA IAU in Rio de Janeiro in 2009 and next suh meetingwould be very helpful to improve the environment for women in astronomy.4.11 Young AstronomersThis year at General Assembly of IAU two new initiatives for young astronomers were established. They arethe lunh-debate or lunh-disussions and onsulting servie. The purpose of these events is to mediate ontatbetween young astronomers and experiened astronomers from various ountries and institutions like ESA,NASA, ESO, et.The lunh-disussions took plae last Tuesday. It was organized as a bu�et with disussions of youngastronomers with the guest astronomers at the round tables. There were 20 round tables with 11 partiipants| 9 of whom were young astronomers and 2 were guest astronomers. At the round tables 2 to 3 themes weredisussed. They were hosen aording to suggestions and votes of young astronomers through web interfaebefore the General Assembly started. The themes touhed three main areas | one being about institutionslike ESA, NASA and possibilities for young astronomers, seond were CV, appliations for postdos and job22



opportunities and the third one was onerning the job of the sientist, e.g. how one an ope with so manypapers published eah day. At this event there were about 180 young astronomers and 41 guest astronomers.As far as we have some feedbak from onversations with partiipants it was quite suessful. The assessmentquestionnaires were �lled in by partiipants at the end of the lunh-disussions but we have not yet �nishedtheir evaluation. Out of these questionnaires we will make a draw and one of the partiipants will get freeadmission to the next General Assembly in three years in Rio de Janiero (given to her or him by IAU).The other event, the onsulting servie, is taking plae during the whole General Assembly. It's purpose isto mediate one-to-one disussions between the young astronomer and the onsultant. We have 82 onsultantsnow who are ready to help young astronomers. They registered as onsultants before the General Assemblystarted either through web interfae or by mail. It is still possible to do it now. Several disussions betweenyoung astronomers and onsultants have already taken plae. At the end of the General Assembly we againwill produe an assessment questionary in the form of the web page so that we have feedbak on how suessfulthis initiative was.5 Additional Funtions5.1 Internet Room and Internet AessWhen planning the onept of the Internet Room and the Internet aess for partiipants in general, LOC hadto estimate the number of PC stations and free onnetion points that would be suÆient on one hand and notvery ostly on the other. Sine the rental prie of a omputer o�ered by KCP exeeded the prie of a new PCon the market, we were hinted either to buy some brand new omputers or to searh for sponsors. In spring2006, we were ontated by the managing diretor of 'AUROTON Computer', the amateur astronomer, whoo�ered us 15 equipped PCs and one printer free of harge. The AUROTON beame an oÆial sponsor to GAin this way. Moreover, LOC managed to negotiate a free wireless aess with T-Mobile CZ for 500 simultaneousonnetions to be available aross the whole building. Beside the 15 workstations in the Internet Room, we alsodeided to prepare 30 seats with just network ables and power outlets for users with laptops and additional 20seats with only power outlets for wireless apable laptops.The LOC beame nervous on August 10, three days before the beginning of GA, as the news on the revealedterror plot at Heathrow and Gatwik airports in England appeared. Besides numerous anellations (about 20partiipants gave the reason of the anellation the terror plot), rumor had it that the ight passengers are notallowed to take their laptops into the plane, even that the USB Flash drives have been forbidden. As a reation,�ve more workstations have been hired from a loal omputer supplier (130EUR per PC) and 50 heap USBFlash drives have been bought (only 10 have been demanded by partiipants later).The Internet Room performed extremely suessfully and was used intensively by the partiipants. Althoughfrom time to time there was a queue for the PCs (espeially after lunh), it was rarely more than ten peoplelong.Computers in the Internet Room were onneted to the 100Mbps network with low-priority paket handling,so that it did not blok more important sienti� appliations in the periods of high network load. This exellenthigh-speed onnetivity was muh appreiated among partiipants while they downloaded resoures for theirun�nished presentations, sent digital photographs to their homes, et. It was even possible to bakup a fullhard-drive for a lady who su�ered a broken laptop. All PCs were equipped with LCD sreen, dual operatingsystem (Windows XP / SUSE Linux 10) and with the essential set of oÆe, network and multimedia software.Also important was the onstant presene of an attendane, who was ready to assist people with variousproblems. Together with the experts from the Speaker Preparation Room they managed to solve pratiallyall tehnial diÆulties that people were oming with. From banal stu� like on�guring the wireless aess tomore diÆult like already mentioned hard-drive bakup from a non-working laptop.It was deided by LOC not to follow the feedbak from Sydney on the provision of PC stations withoutseats to speed up the user turnover. And this deision turned out to be a good one. Many people ame with23



un�nished presentations and they spent time with a omputer making some �nal editing. Thus we ratherreommend to provide enough omputer apaity to serve people needs without making long queues. We thinksome 30 omputers and 40 plaes for people with laptops is suÆient.All around the KCP building we had an open and free wireless onnetion ready to serve up to 500 userssimultaneously. It was operated by T-Mobile CZ as a sponsorship. The limit of 500 users was estimated byLOC prior to the onferene and the atual usage of the wireless network did reah it only a few times. Thewireless onnetion served with no problems and 18370 of individual onnetions to the Internet were madethat lasted 15500 hours in total; about 250 GB of data were transmitted during the whole General Assemblyonly through wireless. This orresponds to approximately 1800 �fty-minute onnetions eah day.5.2 Internet live streaming and video arhiveAt the beginning of 2006 the people from IVOA asked LOC for the high speed onnetion in their exhibitionstand. LOC has ontated MediaStream. They provided it and as a by-produt of the high speed onnetionthey o�ered to the LOC to prepare reording and the Internet live streaming (and arhiving) of the main eventsof the General Assembly. Live streaming during General Assembly have visited 8122 live viewers in total duringthe GA. Most viewed show was General Assembly Session 2 (�nal Planet De�nition vote) with 5056 viewers.The "Top 10" list of shows during General Assembly in order of number of views:1. Disussion on the De�nition of a Planet 69432. General Assembly Session 2 (Planet De�nition vote) 61023. General Assembly Opening Ceremony 31704. Invited Disourse - Jill Tarter 14835. General Assembly Closing Ceremony 7816. General Assembly Session 1 5907. Invited Disourse - Alan Title 5648. Invited Disourse - Shuang Nan Zhang 4399. Peter Gruber Foundation Cosmology Prize Winner Leture 43310. Invited Disourse - Reinhard Genzel 358The video arhive has sustained rate of 450 views per day in the �rst month after General Assembly. Asagreed, video arhive will be available for at least 3 years. Based on urrent estimates, we predit to reah100,000 total views by the time of next General Assembly in Rio.5.3 ExhibitionStand 1 - AstroGrid the UK's Virtual Observatory SystemStand 2 - Elsevier aademi publishersStand 3 - Western Australia Radio AstronomyStand 4 - Cambridge University Press publisher of the Proeedings of the International AstronomialUnionStand 5 - Gemini ObservatoryStand 6 - Centre de Donnees astronomiques de StrasbourgStand 7 - Amerian Astronomial SoietyStand 8 - Astronomy & Astrophysis - EDP SienesStand 9 - 10 - International Virtual Observatory Alliane (IVOA)Stand 11 - Spitzer Siene CenterStand 12- IAU-UAIStand 13 - EOS Tehnologies, In.Stand 14 - National Radio Astronomial Observatory24
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Stand 15 - 18 - European Souther Observatory - ESOStand 19 - JZ Congressos, IAU / XXVIIth General Assembly | IAU 2009Stand 20 - Musi ShopStand 21 - Square Kilometre Array ProjetStand 22 - Astronomial Institute, Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh RepubliStand 23 - RadioNetStand 24 - OPTICON the OPTial Infrared CO-ordination Network for astronomyStand 25 - Klet' ObservatoryStand 26 - Czeh Spae OÆe - �Cesk�a kosmik�a kanel�a�r, o.p.s.Stand 27 - Siene/AAASStand 28 -SpringerStand 29-30 - Blakwell Publishing LtdStand 31 - T-Mobile Czeh Republi a.s.Stand 32- ALMA the Ataama Large Millimeter ArrayStand 33 - Observatories in the Czeh Republi - Czeh Astronomial SoietyStand 34 - Aademia , publishing house of the Aademy of Sienes of the Czeh Republi.5.4 Tour ProgramsThe tour program was planned and managed by CBT. Tour booking forms were provided on the GA website.Tours ould also be booked during GA in the Reeption Area. The list of the tours with the number ofpartiipants follows:Grand City Tour with Visit to Prague Castle 329Prague Boat Trip with Dinner/Lunh & Musi 252A Cosmi Celebration of Czeh Beer, Brewery U Flek�u 141�Cesk�y �Sternberk and Ceasar Bohemia Glass Fatory 59Jewish Ghetto and Old Town Square 56Trip to Castle Karl�stejn & Ni�zbor Glass Fatory 82Trip to Konopi�st�e Chateau 88Trip to Koko�r��n Castle 39Trip to K�rivokl�at Castle 10Medieval Town of Kutn�a Hora 133Trip to M�eln��k Chateau with Wine Tasting 40Lesser Town & Charles Bridge, Old Town 36Exursion to Ond�rejov Astronomial Observatory 152Palaes and Gardens in the Lesser Town 74Visit to the Pilsner Urquell Brewery & Kozel Chateau 16West Bohemian Spas 79Trip to Ben�atky nad Jizerou (Tyho's Observatory) 23Extra tours through Astronomial Prague - organized by Mrs. A. �Solov�a 72Total: 22 events 21085.5 Assoiated EventsAompanying events not overed by Conferene Budget / or partly.26



EC 81 Meeting 13/08 09:00 Aademy of Sienes 35Dinner at Vila Lanna 14/08 20:00 Vila Lanna 40Young Astronomers Meeting 15/08 11:00 Small Hall 200Peter Gruber Foundation - Gala Dinner 15/08 20:00 Stone Bell House 60Reeption by Lord Mayor of Prague 15/08 18:30 Old Town Hall 120EAS Meeting 17/08 16:00 Meeting Room 1.2EDP Sienes 17/08 16:00 Chamber Hall 500USNA Reeption 17/08 20:00 Pal�y Palae, Lesser Town 125IUCAF: RAS Club Dinner 20/08 19:00 Restaurant Zvonie 20{30ESO: ALMA Meeting 21/08 09:00 Dressing Room 225Women in Astronomy Meeting 21/08 11:00 Room 2.1. 5012:30 Small Hall 300EAS General Assembly 21/08 14:00 Club CESA: GAIA Meeting 21/08 15:30 Chamber HallFarewell Reeption 23/08 20:00 Industrial Palae 560EC 82 Meeting 25/08 09:00 Meeting Hall II 35Inter-Union Commission for the History of Astronomy (ICHA) organized the Colloquium "Astron-omy in Prague in the Mirror of Centuries" on the history of astronomy in and around Prague. This supplemen-tary program to IAU GA 2006 was organized during the weekend August 19 { 20 and onsisted in followingevents. Number of partiipants is given in parentheses:1. Review on Prague astronomial monuments (150),2. Walk through Astronomial Prague { Old Town (160),3. Disussion, Walk through Astronomial Prague { Lesser Town (68)4. One-day bus trip "Astronomy in East-Bohemia" to visit the towns Jarom�e�r-Josefov, �Zamberk and Litomy�slin traes of astronomers Wilhelm von Biela, Theodor Brorsen, August Seydler and Zden�ek Kopal (50)6 PubliityThe introdutory Press Conferene for Czeh journalists took plae in the building of the Aademy of Sienesin Prague, before the opening of the General Assembly, on August 10. Daily press onferenes took plaeduring the meetings, diretly in the Congress Center, in whih both oÆers of the IAU and important worldastronomers partiipated. The General Assembly was mostly overed by the stations of the Czeh Radio(Radio�zurn�al, Praha, Vltava, Leonardo, �CRo 6), but also by the Czeh press and Czeh TV whih providedservie to many TV ompanies in abroad. There were 125 domesti and 70 international journalists and pressagenies aredited. The eye-witnesses of IAU General Assemblies agreed that this Prague General Assemblyhad the highest publiity in the history.More information is in the report 'The publi ommuniation at the IAU GA 2006' by Christensen et al.(2006).7 Experiene gathered from 26th GA IAU in PragueOver 7 years preeding 26th GA IAU, during its realization, and during the post-GA period until Marh 2007,the organizers gathered a lot of speial experiene. Here, we try to review it for the use of the next GA IAUorganizers.
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7.1 Work load by the individual NOC/LOC membersWork load on the 26th GA organizers was onstantly growing and di�ered dramatially if we ompare individualNOC/LOC members. In the ase of NOC hair and vie-hair persons, the work load was onstantly growingfrom 10% of the overall working time in 2001 through 50% in the spring of 2005 to 100% sine the beginning of2006. The work load of other NOC members was kept below 10% over all the years. Sine Otober 2004, whenthe LOC was established, a similar situation was developed: the LOC hair-person started at the level 10% inOtober 2004, whih inreased to 50% in the spring of 2005 up to 100% sine the beginning of 2006. Here, wedo not evaluate the work load of the professional ongress organizers CBT and ICARIS.7.2 Time line of organizational steps� Deember 1999 - letter of intent sent to GS IAU;� June 2000 - a omplete proposal inluding venue and budget issued;� August 2000 - deision of the EC on the 26th GA;� January 2001 - NOC hair and vie-hair eleted by National Committee on Astronomy (NKA);� Marh 2001 - omplete NOC appointed by NKA;� May 2001 - professional onferene organizer CBT and sub-provider ICARIS seleted;� July 2001 - preliminary reservation of the Prague Congress Center for the �xed dates August 14 - 25, 2006issued;� November 2001 - visit of GS and AGS in Prague;� February 2002 - a system of ontrats between Astronomial Institute ASCR - CBT - ICARIS developed.The ontrat with ICARIS was signed later, after �xing the pro�t of the ICARIS, who was relutant tosign before it;� Otober 2002 - de�nitive ontrat on reservation of the Prague Congress Center and other servies signed,only two thirds of the �nally used apaity were ontrated at that time;� Deember 2002 - Logo of the 26th GA IAU developed;� January 2003 - First announement leaet produed;� February 2003 - website www.astronomy2006.om opened, it has been upgraded up to 2006;� Marh 2003 - the poem \... are there frogs there too" by Jan Neruda was translated into Czeh andprinted as a part of GA promotion;� April 2003 - a 31 min. movie on \Astronomy in the Czeh Republi" produed. It was evaluated as thebest movie with the sienti� subjets produed in 2003 in the Czeh Republi and later it was shown inthe Czeh TV hannel 1.� July 2003 - 25th GA in Sydney: stand in the exhibition area was established, where the First announe-ment, \... are there frogs there too", movie on the Czeh astronomy and other materials were distributed.At the losing eremony Jan Palou�s invited 25th GA partiipants to the next GA in Prague.� Marh 2004 - visit of the IAU Exeutive in the Prague Congress Center;� Otober 2004 - LOC established; 28



� Marh 2005 - appliation for the �nanial support at the level 10 MCZK from the government of the CzehRepubli issued;� April 2005 - EC deided on the general framework of the GA program, registration fee �xed in CZK;� November 2005 - on-line registration opened. In the ase of the positive result of the governmental grantwe were ready to derease the fee and return a part to those who did pay early;� February 2006 - governmental grant fails, �nal reservation of almost omplete apaity of the PragueCongress Center (one third more with respet to the �rst ontrat of Otober 2002);� April 2006 - IAU grants distributed;� 31st May 2006 - early registration �nishes. It was postponed from 15th April 2006;� 26th June 2006 - deadline for sending abstrats;� 15th July 2006 - deadline for SOC hairs to deliver the detailed program of their events for the ProgramBook.� 7th August 2006 - deadline of the on-line registration;� 12th August 2006 - on-site registration opens;� 14th to 25th August 2006 - 26th GA IAU;� 25th November 2006 - deadline for proeedings of the Symposia and other events;� February 2007 - draft report on the 26th GA IAU sent to GS, �nal 23th meeting of the NOC/LOC;� Marh 2007 - �nanial audit performed, �nal version of the 26th GA IAU report produed.7.3 Lessons learned from 26th GA IAU7.3.1 Seletion of the sienti� programThe most important step in the preparation of the GA is the seletion of the framework for the sienti�program by the EC. Obviously, it depends on the proposals and previous interest and trust of the astronomialommunity to the importane of the GA. The sreening of the proposals, ritial review and the �nal hoie areextremely important. It should be sienti�ally atual and interesting involving the �rst lass key-note speakers.We do onsider 18 months before GA as suÆient for preparation of detailed programs of individual eventsbased on seleted good proposals. Very important is the seletion and early invitation of top-lass key-notespeakers. It should be done well in advane, about 12 months before GA, otherwise they are booked for otheronferenes. All the invitations should be done before the end of the year preeding the GA. It is also a deliateastro-politial item, sine if you miss to invite someone, who onsiders himself as a key-person, he probablywould not ome to GA at all. Another part of this experiene is that only about 50% of the invited speakers,who did promise to ome, will really show up at the onferene. Therefore, we strongly reommend to onstruta suÆiently long reserve list.7.3.2 Seletion of a professional onferene providerSeletion of a proper professional onferene provider is ruial for the suess of the GA. The deision should betaken well in advane (more than 5 years before GA in our ase). Our hoie of the CBT ageny was extremelysuessful. 29



7.3.3 PartiipantsIt should be a broad audiene from di�erent ountries. It depends on their �nanes and on the distribution ofIAU and other grants. A ontroversial situation is that alloation of travel money frequently depends on thefat if a ontribution is aepted as oral. In many ases it ould not have been done before 26th June 2006,when was the deadline for abstrat submission. But this was too late for money alloation from a potentialinstitution. Another objetion was that there were too few holes in the program left at the date of the abstratsubmission deadline. But from the perspetive of the organizers it is impossible to leave the program more openuntil one month before the GA. From the point of view of the budget it would be onvenient to oinide theearly registration and abstrats approval. Many submitters made registration after the abstrat approval butit was after the end of "early registration". We had to solve many exeptions from the late registration.7.3.4 Level of the Registration FeeWe do understand that 550 EUR, whih orresponds to the atual expense a two weeks onferene in Praguewith 2500 partiipants, is rather high for many, partiularly for the young, astronomers. In our opinion, theonly way how to surpass this problem is to have at least one major sponsor, who would be able to over 1/4 -1/3 of the total expense. Unfortunately, our appliation to the government of the Czeh Republi failed.7.3.5 Registration DatabaseWe do reommend to have one universal database with a omplete information on registration, abstrat sub-mission, grant alloation, payments done. It ould also inlude the information on aommodation and otherevents. The separation of the d-base with abstrats at Oxford Abstrat resulted in an extremely unomfortablesituation. Another ompliation is with the potential partiipants, non-members of the IAU. The hekingproess is in some ase very slow. We do reommend to abandon this regulation and open GA and its sienti�events to all interested individuals. The only rule should be the sienti� expertize. On the top of it, theorganizers should have the aess to the IAU membership d-base. The CBT o�ered the whole sofware solutionfor registration, abstrats, aommodation, aompanying program "in one" to IAU in Deember 2006. Wereommend the IAU EC to onsider this o�er seriously sine we think it would be a waste of work to beginnfrom srath every GA IAU.7.3.6 Rooms and equipmentIt is neessary to make reservation of suÆient number of meeting rooms in time, at the beginning of the GApreparation. Many of request for organizing the 'fringe', small meetings appeared just before or even duringthe GA. The request for additional room for the very ative and suesfull Press Center also appeared ratherlate from our point of view. The next GA organizer should alloate at least 3-4 rooms for the Press Center (e.g.Press Room, Press Interview Room and Press Conferene Room). With respet to the planning it is alwaysbetter to anel rooms than to add more of them later.It is neessary to onsider the gradual improvement of the tehnology and onnetivity of partiipants. Thenext GA should be equipped with the hi-speed internet and wireless onnetion. The level of the audio-visualequipment of the session rooms should be as high as possible. Also the video reording and web-streaming ofthe sessions met with the lively response. These items are rather expensive and it is neessary to take theminto aount in time.
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8 Registration Statistis
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200620058.1 Final Attendane Information8.1.1 Overall informationOverall Attendane/Early 2412/2050IAU Members 1113Invited Partiipants 1299Registered Guests > 11years old 172Children (11 & under: free) 36Students 540Seniors 115Teahers 148.1.2 Top 10 ountries out of 72 in total1. USA 5472. Germany 1883. Japan 1694. Frane 1505. United Kingdom 1406. Italy 1217. Czeh Republi 1198. Netherlands 899. Russian Federation 8810. Spain 72 31



8.2 AknowledgementsNOC needs to aknowledge an exellent ooperation with GS IAU Oddbj�rn Engvold, whih was both intensiveand e�etive, in the �nal period on almost daily basis. An important ollaboration with the IAU seretariat wasalso helpful, partiularly we appreiate the advie and help by Monique Orine. NOC/LOC would like to expressspeial thanks to brothers David & Mihal Bursa and to the ompany MediaStream for substantial help withInternet implementation in the KCP. This report would not be omplete without an aknowledgement of theimportant role played by CBT in the suess of the GA, whih was visible in all GA funtions inluding registra-tion, aommodation, negotiations with KCP, management of the exhibition, et. Partiularly the ooperationwith CBT representatives Zuzana Tesa�rov�a, Zina Pekov�a and Monika �Senderov�a should be appreiated.
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Alla Miroshnihenko, Institute of Radio Astronomy of NAS of Ukraine, Kharkov, Ukraine mir�ira.kharkov.uaDeborah Mithell, Jodrell Bank Observatory, Males�eld, United Kingdom dlm�jb.man.a.ukGeorge Mithell, Saint Mary's University, Halifax, Canada gmithell�ap.stmarys.aNagako Miyauhi-Isobe, NAOJ, Mitaka, Japan miyauhi�optik.mtk.nao.a.jpYoshihiko Mizumoto, NAOJ, Mitaka, Japan mizumoto.y�nao.a.jpNorikazu Mizuno, Nagoya University, Nagoya, Japan norikazu�a.phys.nagoya-u.a.jpHoujun Mo, University of Massahusetts, Amherst, USA hjmo�nova.astro.umass.eduMiroslav Moak, Max Plank Institute, Garhing, Germany mmoak�mpa-garhing.mpg.deRafal Moderski, Copernius Astronomial Center, Warszawa, Poland moderski�amk.edu.plAnthony Mo�at, Universit�e de Montr�eal, Montr�eal, Canada mo�at�astro.umontreal.aSubhanjoy Mohanty, Harvard University, Cambridge, USA smohanty�fa.harvard.eduAlexey Moiseev, Speial Astrophysial Observatory RAS, Nizhnij Arkhyz, Russian Federation moisav�sao.ruFraniso Javier Moldon, Universitat de Barelona, Barelona, Spain jmoldon�am.ub.esIvelina Momheva, University of Arizona, Tuson, USA imomheva�as.arizona.eduEri Monier, SUNY College at Brokport, Brokport, USA emonier�brokport.eduRihard Monier, Universite Montpellier 2, Montpellier, Frane monier�graal.univ-montp2.frGuy Monnet, ESO, Garhing bei Muenhen, Germany gmonnet�eso.orgJose�na Montalban, University of Liege, Liege, Belgium j.montalban�ulg.a.beDavid Montes, Univ. Complutense de Masrid, Madrid, Spain dmg�astrax.�s.um.esColin Montgomery, James Cook University, Daleys Point, Australia ColinRL�bigpond.net.auFraniso Javier Montojo Salazar, Spanish Royal Naval Observatory, San Fernando, Spain fjmontojo�roa.esHong Kyu Moon, Korea Astronomy and Spae Siene Institute, Daejeon, Korea RP fullmoon�kasi.re.krBen Moore, University of Zurih, Zurih, Switzerland moore�physik.unizh.hLuisa Morales-Rueda, Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen, Nijmegen, Netherlands lmr�astro.ru.nlJames Moran, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysis, Cambridge, USA moran�fa.harvard.eduAlessandro Morbidelli, CNRS/OCA, Nie, Frane Morby�obs-nie.frLarry Morgan, NRAO, Green Bank, USA lmorgan�nrao.eduKanae Morishima, Mito 2nd Highshool, Mito, Japan okamura.norio�mail.ibk.ed.jpMark Morris, University of California, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, USA morris�astro.ula.eduDavid Morrison, NASA Astrobiology Institute, Mo�ett Field, USA dmorrison�ar.nasa.govLua Mosadelli, Osservatorio Astro�sio di Aretri, Firenze, Italy mosa�a.astro.itMonika Agnieszka Mosibrodzka, Polish Aademy of Sienes, Warsaw, Poland mmos�amk.edu.plHarvey Moseley, NASA / GSFC, Greenbelt, USA harvey.moseley�nasa.gaKazutaka Motoyama, Institute for Advaned Researh in Astrophysis, Hsin-Chu, China Taipei motoyama�tiara.sinia.edu.twMartine Mouhet, University P7, Meudon, Frane martine.mouhet�obspm.frJeremy Mould, NOAO, Tuson, USA jrm�noao.eduSerge Mouret, IMCCE - Paris Observatory, Frane, Frane mouret�ime.frMihael Mueller, DLR Berlin, Berlin, Germany mihael.mueller�dlr.deKarri Muinonen, University of Helsinki, Helsinki, Finland Karri.Muinonen�helsinki.�Dmytro Mukha, Institute of Radio Astronomy, Kharkov, Ukraine muha�ira.kharkov.uaThomas M�uller, Max-Plank-Institut, Garhing / Munih, Germany tmueller�mpe.mpg.deTeodoro Mu~noz-Darias, Instituto Astro�sia de Canarias (IAC), La Laguna, Spain tmd�ia.esKazuyuki Muraoka, IoA, the University of Tokyo, Mitaka, Japan kmuraoka�ioa.s.u-tokyo.a.jpPaul Murdin, Royal Astronomial Soiety, London, United Kingdom treasurer�ras.org.ukRihard Mushotzky, NASA/GSFC, Greenbelt, USA rihard�xray-5.gsf.nasa.govKoraljka Muzi, University of Cologne, Cologne, Germany muzi�ph1.uni-koeln.deThorsten Naab, University Observatory Munih, Munih, Germany naab�usm.uni-muenhen.deTohru Nagao, Aretri Obs., Florene, Italy tohru�aretri.astro.itYoshitsugu Nakagawa, Kobe University, Kobe, Japan yoshi�kobe-u.a.jpKoihi Nakajima, Hitotsubasi University, Hahiouji, Japan zxb04046�nifty.omFumitaka Nakamura, Niigata Universithy, Niigata, Japan fnakamur�ed.niigata-u.a.jpKenji Nakamura, Matsue College of Tehnology, Matsue, Japan nakamrkn�matsue-t.jpKo Nakamura, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan nakamura�reseu.s.u-tokyo.a.jpTsuko Nakamura, University of the Air, Tokyo, Japan tsukonk�yahoo.o.jpSyuihi Nakano, Oriental Astronomial Assoiation, Sumoto, Japan nakano�oaa.gr.jpRendong Nan, National Astronomial Observatories, Beijing, China Nanjing nrd�bao.a.nDibyendu Nandi, Montana State University, Bozeman, USA nandi�mithra.physis.montana.eduJyri N�ar�anen, University of Helsinki, University of helsinki, Finland naranen�astro.helsinki.�Ramesh Narayan, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysis, Cambridge, USA rnarayan�fa.harvard.eduJayant Narlikar, Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysis, Pune, India jvn�iuaa.ernet.inGillian Nave, NIST, Gaithersburg, USA gillian.nave�nist.govGijs Nelemans, Radboud University Nijmegen, Nijmegen, Netherlands nelemans�astro.ru.nlJerry Nelson, University of California at Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, USA jnelson�uolik.orgRobert A. Nelson, Satellite Engineering Researh Corporation, Bethesda, USA RobtNelson�aol.omThomas Nelson, Madison, USA nelson�astro.wis.eduStefan Nesslinger, Dr. Remeis Observatory Bamberg, Bamberg, Germany nesslinger�sternwarte.uni-erlangen.deDavid Nesvorny, Southwest Researh Institute, Boulder, USA davidn�boulder.swri.eduMartin Netoliky, Masaryk University, Brno, Czeh Republi netol�physis.muni.zRalph Neuhaeuser, Univ. Jena, Jena, Germany rne�astro.uni-jena.deHeidi Newberg, Rensselaer Poly. Inst., Troy, USA heidi�rpi.eduJe�rey Newman, Lawrene Berkeley Nat'l Lab, Walnut Creek, USA janewman�lbl.govGerald Newsom, Ohio State University, Columbus, USA gnewsom�astronomy.ohio-state.eduIl-Seong Nha, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea RP slisnha�hol.omPanagiotis Niarhos, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greee pniarho�phys.uoa.grDavid Nie, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, USA dnie�brynmawr.eduDieter Nikeler, Astronomial Institute AV CR, Ondrejov, Ondrejov, Czeh Republi nikeler�asu.as.zMarie-Helene Niol, Max-Plank Institut Fur Astronomie, Heidelberg, Germany niol�mpia-hd.mpg.deKotaro Niinuma, Waseda University, Shinjyuku-ku, Japan ji taru�yahoo.o.jpSilvana Nikoli, Universidad de Chile, Santiago, Chile silvana�das.uhile.lSlobodan Ninkovi, Astronomial Observatory Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia sninkovi�aob.bg.a.yuTakayuki Nishikawa, The Graduate University for Anvaned Studies, Hilo, USA nishkwtk�subaru.naoj.orgMayuri Nishitani, Mito 2nd Highshool, Mito, Japan okamura.norio�mail.ibk.ed.jpLarry Nittler, Carnegie Institution of Washington, Washington, USA lrn�dtm.iw.eduTakahiro Niwa, Kobe University, Kobe, Japan niwa�kobe-u.a.jpDaisaku Nogami, Kyoto University, Takayama, Japan nogami�kwasan.kyoto-u.a.jpHeeSun Noh, KyungHee Univ., YongIn ity, Korea RP hsnoh83�hotmail.omKeith Noll, Spae Telesope Si. Institute, Baltimore, USA noll�stsi.eduKenihi Nomoto, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan nomoto�astron.s.u-tokyo.a.jpHideko Nomura, Kobe University, Kobe, Japan hnomura�kobe-u.a.jpBirgitta Nordstr�om, Niels Bohr Institute, Copenhagen, Denmark birgitta�astro.ku.dkColin Norman, JHU/STSI, Baltimore, USA norman�stsi.eduRay Norris, CSIRO ATNF, Eppine, Australia ray.norris�siro.auAntonella Nota, STSI/ESA, Baltimore, USA nota�stsi.edu50



John Novotney, ASCR, Praha, Czeh Republi novotney�volny.zAhille Nuita, University of Lee, Lee, Italy nuita�le.infn.itPasi Nurmi, Tuorla Observatory, Piikki�o, Finland pasnurmi�utu.�Harry Nussbaumer, Institute of Astronomy, Zurih, Switzerland nussbaumer�astro.phys.ethz.hDavid Nutter, Cardi� University, Cardi�, United Kingdom david.nutter�astro.f.a.ukJohn O'Byrne, University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia j.obyrne�physis.usyd.edu.auYumiko Oasa, Kobe University, Kobe, Japan yummy�kobe-u.a.jpMartin Obergaulinger, Max-Plank-Institut fuer Astrophysik, Garhing, Germany mobergau�mpa-garhing.mpg.deEdouard Oblak, Observatoire de Besan�on, Besanon, Frane oblak�obs-besanon.frVladimir Obridko, IZMIRAN, Troitsk, Russian Federation obridko�izmiran.ruFranois Ohsenbein, Observatoire de Strasbourg, Strasbourg, Frane franois�astro.u-strasbg.frHiroshi Oda, Chiba University, Chiba, Japan oda�astro.s.hiba-u.a.jpCarolina �Odman, Leiden Observatory, Leiden, Netherlands odman�strw.leidenuniv.nlSally Oey, University of Mihigan, Ann Arbor, USA msoey�umih.eduAviv O�r, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel avivo�r�wise.tau.a.ilSeungkyung Oh, Kyung Hee University, Yongin-shi, Korea RP skoh�ap1.khu.a.krMasatoshi Ohishi, NAOJ, Mitaka, Japan masatoshi.ohishi�nao.a.jpKen Ohsuga, Department of Physis, Tokyo, Japan k ohsuga�rikkyo.a.jpHiroshi Ohtani, Kyoto, Japan ohtani�kusastro.kyoto-u.a.jpYouihi Ohyama, Institute of Spae and Astronautial Siene, Sagamihara, Japan ohyama�ir.isas.jaxa.jpDevendra Ojha, Tata Institute of Fundamental Researh, Mumbai, India ojha�tifr.res.inTakuya Okamoto, Wakayama University, Kainan, Japan s065016�sys.wakayama-u.a.jpNorio Okamura, Mito 2nd Highshool, Mito, Japan okamura.norio�mail.ibk.ed.jpSadanori Okamura, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan okamura�astron.s.u-tokyo.a.jpKayoko Okazaki, Mito 2nd Highshool, Mito, Japan okamura.norio�mail.ibk.ed.jpKatsuya Okoshi, UEC, NAOJ, Mitaka, Japan okoshi.katsuya�nao.a.jpHaruyuki Okuda, ISAS, Hahioji, Japan okda�agate.plala.or.jpToru Okuda, Hakodate Campus, Hokkaido Univ. of Eduation, Hakodate, Japan okuda�.hokkyodai.a.jpKatalin Ilona Olah, Konkoly Observatory, Budapest, Hungary he�sirrah.troja.m�.uni.zErnesto Oliva, INAF-Telesopio Nazionale Galileo, S. Cruz de La Palma, Spain oliva�tng.ia.esJoana Oliveira, Keele University, Keele, United Kingdom joana�astro.keele.a.ukSebastian Oliver, University of Sussex, Brighton, United Kingdom S.Oliver�Sussex.a.ukHans Olsen, Copenhagen University, Holb�k, Denmark hjfo�webspeed.dkLisbeth Fogh Olsen, Dark Cosmology Centre, Niels Bohr Institute, Copenhagen, Denmark lisbeth�dark-osmology.dkAmitesh Omar, ARIES, Nainital, Nainital, India amitesh.omar�gmail.omKazuyuki Omukai, NAOJ, Mitaka, Japan omukai�th.nao.a.jpTakashi Onaka, University of Tokyo, Bunkyo-ku, Japan onaka�astron.s.u-tokyo.a.jpDavid Ond�rih, Nunius Sidereus III, Praha, Czeh Republi david.ondrih�gmail.omJose O~norbe, Universidad Aut�onoma de Madrid, Madrid, Spain jose.onnorbe�uam.esEri Oowada, Mito 2nd Highshool, Mito, Japan okamura.norio�mail.ibk.ed.jpWayne Orhiston, James Cook University, Townsville, Australia Wayne.Orhiston�ju.edu.auStephen Ord, University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia steve.ord�gmail.omMonique Orine, IAU, Paris, Frane orine�iap.frMarina Orio, INAF - Padova, Wisonsin, wisonsin, Italy orio�astro.wis.eduEmanuela Orru', University of Cagliari, Capoterra (CA), Italy eorru s�ira.inaf.itAna Maria Orsatti, Faultad de Cienias Astronomias y Geo�sias, La Plata, Argentina aorsatti�faglp.unlp.edu.arRoberto Ortiz, University of Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brazil ortiz�astro.iag.usp.brAmelia Ortiz-Gil, University of Valenia, Paterna, Spain amelia.ortiz�uv.esIsabel Osorio, University of Porto, Porto, Portugal iposorio�f.up.ptJose Osorio, University of Porto, Porto, Portugal jposorio�f.up.ptLubor Ost�rihansk�y, retired, Prague, Czeh Republi pekova�bttravel.zEve Ostriker, University of Maryland, College Park, USA ostriker�astro.umd.eduPedro Osuna, European Spae Ageny, Madrid, Spain Pedro.Osuna�siops.esa.intTerry Oswalt, Florida Institute of Tehnology, Melbourne, USA toswalt��t.eduKazuaki Ota, University of Tokyo, Chofu-ity, Japan ota�optik.mtk.nao.a.jpJuergen Ott, CSIRO Australia Telesope National Faility, Mars�eld, Australia Juergen.Ott�siro.auUlrih Ott, Max-Plank-Institut f�ur Chemie, Mainz, Germany ott�mph-mainz.mpg.deAshraf Owis, Mialno-Bioa University, Milan, Italy ashraf.owis�unimib.itStanley Owoki, University of Delaware, Newark, USA owoki�bartol.udel.eduFrano Paini, Aretri Observatory-University Florene, Florene, Italy paini�aretri.astro.itCarmen Pilar Padilla-Torres, Instituto de Astrof��sia de Canarias, La Laguna, Spain ppt�ia.esPaolo Padoan, University of California, La Jolla, USA ppadoan�usd.eduPaolo Padovani, European Southern Observatory, Garhing bei M�unhen, Germany ppadovan�eso.orgIsabella Pagano, INAF, Catania, Italy ipa�oat.inaf.itErika Pakstiene, VU Institute of Theoretial Physis and Astronomy, Vilnius, Lithuania erika�itpa.ltLudmila Pakuliak, MAO NASU, Kiev, Ukraine pakuliak�nip.net.uaAna Palaios, CEA/DSM/DAPNIA, Gif-sur-Yvette, Frane ana.palaios�ea.frRosita Paladino, Astronomial Observatory of Cagliari, Capoterra (CA), Italy rpaladin�a.astro.itJan Palous, Astronomial Institute, ASCR, Prague, Czeh Republi palous�ig.as.zSt�ephane Paltani, Integral Siene Data Centre, Versoix, Switzerland Stephane.Paltani�obs.unige.hXiaopei Pan, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, USA xiaopei.pan�jpl.nasa.govVladimir Panhuk, Speial Astrophysial Observatory RAS, Nizhnij Arkhyz, Russian Federation panhuk�sao.ruS. K. Pandey, Pt Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur, India skp�iuaa.ernet.inVishambhar Nath Pandey, Raman Researh Institute, Bangalore, India vnpandey�rri.res.inVernon Pankonin, National Siene Foundation, Arlington, USA vpankoni�nsf.govPaolo Paolihi, University of Pisa, Pisa, Italy paolihi�df.unipi.itPolyhronis Papaderos, University of G�ottingen, G�ottingen, Germany papade�astro.physik.uni-goettingen.deMargit Paparo, Konkoly Observatory, Budapest, Hungary paparo�konkoly.huCasey Papovih, University of Arizona, Tuson, USA papovih�as.arizona.eduPavel Papushev, Institute of the Solar Terrestrial physis, Irkutsk, Russian Federation papushev�iszf.irk.ruStefan Parimuha, Safarik University, Kosie, Slovakia parimuh�ta3.skJang-Hyun Park, Korea Astronomy and Spae Siene, Daejeon, Korea RP jhpark�kasi.re.krYoung-Deuk Park, Korea Astronomy & Spae Siene Institute, Daejeon, Korea RP ydpark�kasi.re.krGenevieve Parmentier, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, United Kingdom gparm�ast.am.a.ukBrue Partridge, Haverford College, Haverford, USA bpartrid�haverford.eduJay Pasaho�, Williams College, Williamstown, USA jay.m.pasaho��williams.eduJ.-Fernando Pasual-S�anhez, University of Valladolid, Valladolid, Spain jfpasua�maf.uva.esFabio Pasian, INAF, Trieste, Italy pasian�oats.inaf.itMiriani Griselda Pastoriza, Instituto de Fisia, Porto Alegre, Brazil miriani.pastoriza�ufrgs.brEniko Patkos, ESO, Munih, Germany epatkos�eso.orgAlessandro Patruno, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Netherlands apatruno�siene.uva.nlThibaut Paumard, MPE, Garhing, Germany paumard�mpe.mpg.deKre�simir Pavlovski, University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia pavlovski�phy.hr51



Gillian Peah, University College London, London, United Kingdom g.peah�ul.a.ukTone Peaok, ESTEC ESA, Leiden, Netherlands anthony.Peaok�esa.nlChris Pearson, JAXA, Sagamihara, Japan pp�ir.isas.jaxa.jpJohn Pearson, James Cook University, Newport Beah, USA starsjohn�adelphia.netTomas Pehaek, Astronomial Institute AV CR, Prague, Czeh Republi pehaek t�seznam.zJean-Claude Peker, College de Frane, Paris, Frane j..peker�wanadoo.frP. James E. Peebles, Prineton University, Prineton, USA pjep�prineton.eduAnne Pellerin, Spae Telesope Siene Institute, Baltimore, USA pellerin�stsi.eduRoser Pello, Laboratoire d'Astrophysique de Toulouse-Tarbes, Toulouse, Frane roser�ast.obs-mip.frWilliam Pene, NASA/GSFC, Greenbelt, USA pene�milkyway.gsf.nasa.govJayant Kumar Pendharkar, Osmania University, Hyderabad, India jkpendharkar�yahoo.o.ukChien Peng, Spae Telesope Siene Institute, Baltimore, USA yp�stsi.eduJohn Pery, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada jpery�utm.utoronto.aLubos Perek, Astronomial Institute, Praha, Czeh Republi perek�ig.as.zGiovanni Peres, Universita` di Palermo, Palermo, Italy peres�astropa.unipa.itNiolas Peretto, University of Manhester, Manhester, United Kingdom niolas.peretto�manhester.a.ukAdam Perkins, Cambridge University Library, Cambridge, United Kingdom ajp21�am.a.ukKala Perkins, Australian National University, Saratoga, USA kala.perkins�anu.edu.auCeline Peroux, European Southern Observatory, Garhing, Germany peroux�eso.orgPaolo Persi, INAF, Roma, Italy paolo.persi�iasf-roma.inaf.itGeraldine Peters, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, USA gjpeters�muen.us.eduWilliam Peters, University of Arizona, Tuson, USA wpeters�as.arizona.eduBrue Peterson, Australian National University, Weston Creek, Australia Brue.Peterson�anu.edu.auDawn Peterson, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, USA dawnp�virginia.eduRuth Peterson, UC Santa Cruz, AstAdv, Palo Alto, USA peterson�uolik.orgG�erard Petit, BIPM, S�evres, Frane gpetit�bipm.orgPasal Petit, Observatoire Midi-Pyrenees, Toulouse, Frane petit�ast.obs-mip.frMonika Petr-Gotzens, ESO, Garhing, Germany mpetr�eso.orgJerome Petri, Max-Plank-Institut f�ur Kernphysik, Heidelberg, Germany j.petri�mpi-hd.mpg.deDaniel Pfenniger, Geneva Observatory, University of Geneva, Sauverny, Switzerland daniel.pfenniger�obs.unige.hJ�org Peiderer, Austrian Aademy of Sienes, Wien, Austria joerg.peiderer�uibk.a.atRandy Phelps, U.S. National Siene Foundation, Arlington, USA rphelps�nsf.govA. G. Davis Philip, ISO and Union Colege, Shenetady, USA agdp�union.eduRobin Phillips, University of Lethbridge, Lethbridge, Canada robin.phillips�uleth.aAlan Pikwik, European Assoiation for Astronomy Eduation, Sale, United Kingdom Alan C Pikwik�btinternet.omDouglas Piere-Prie, ESO, Garhing bei M�unhen, Germany dpierep�eso.orgLuisa Pigatto, INAF, Padova, Italy pigatto�pd.astro.itAndrzej Pigulski, Wrolaw University, Wrolaw, Poland pigulski�astro.uni.wro.plCatherine Pilahowski, Indiana University, Bloomington, USA atyp�astro.indiana.eduMaria Cristina Pineda de Carias, Universidad Naional Autonoma, Teguigalpa, Honduras marias�ableolor.hnGennadiy Pinigin, Nikolaev Astronomial Observatory, Mykolaiv, Ukraine pinigin�mao.nikolaev.uaOlga Pintado, CONICET, San Miguel de Tuuman, Argentina opintado�tubbs.om.arRobert Piontek, Astrophysikalishes Institut Potsdam, Potsdam, Germany rpiontek�aip.deGiampaolo Piotto, Universita' di Padova, Padova, Italy piotto�pd.astro.itSophie Pireaux, Observatoire de la Cote d'Azur, Grasse, Frane sophie.pireaux�obs-azur.frNikolai Piskunov, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden piskunov�astro.uu.seElena Pitjeva, Institute of Applied Astronomy of RAS, St.-Petersburg, Russian Federation evp�ipa.nw.ruJana Pittihova, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, USA jana�ifa.hawaii.eduGraziella Pizzihini, INAF/IASF, Bologna, Italy pizzihini�iasbo.inaf.itEliska Plakova, Astronomial Institute Ondrejov, Ondrejov, Czeh Republi plaek�asu.as.zImants Platais, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, USA imants�pha.jhu.eduPaul Pluinsky, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysis, Cambridge, USA pluinsky�fa.harvard.eduMihael Pohlen, Kapteyn Instituut Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, Groningen, Netherlands pohlen�astro.rug.nlChristian Pollas, Observatoire de la Côte d'Azur, Caussols, Frane hristian.pollas�obs-azur.frOnno Pols, Astronomial Institute Utreht, Utreht, Netherlands o.r.pols�astro.uu.nlM�elanie Pomares, Laboratoire d'Astrophysique de Marseille, Marseille, Frane melanie.pomares�oamp.frGabriele Ponti, Universita' di Bologna, Bologna, Italy ponti�iasfbo.inaf.itDavid Pooley, University of California at Berkeley, Berkeley, USA dave�astron.berkeley.eduNedelia Antonia Popesu, Astronomial Institute of RA, Buharest, Romania nedeliapopesu�yahoo.omPetre Popesu, Astronomial Institute of RA, Buharest, Romania petre�aira.astro.roLuka Popovi, Astronomial Observatory, Belgrade, Serbia lpopovi�aob.bg.a.yuSimon Portegies Zwart, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Netherlands spz�siene.uva.nlLaura Portinari, University of Turku, Piikkio, Finland lporti�utu.�Vladim��r Porub�an, Comenius University Bratislava, Bratislava, Slovakia poruban�fmph.uniba.skStuart Pottash, Groningen University, Groningen, Netherlands pottash�astro.rug.nlIsabelle Pouliquen, A & A - EDP Sienes, Les Ulis Cedex A, Frane pouliquen�edpsienes.orgKen Pounds, University of Leiester, Leiester, United Kingdom kap�le.a.ukDimitri Pourbaix, Universite Libre de Bruxelles, Brussels, Belgium pourbaix�astro.ulb.a.beAradio Poveda, National University of Mexio, Mexio City, Mexio poveda�servidor.unam.mxRenata Prates, JZ Congressos, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil prates�jz.om.brPetr Prave, Astronomial Institute AS CR, Ondrejov, Czeh Republi pprave�asu.as.zThomas Preibish, Max-Plank-Institute for Radioastronomy, Bonn, Germany preib�mpifr-bonn.mpg.deParesh Prema, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, United Kingdom pprema�ast.am.a.ukPremana Premadi, Institut Teknologi Bandung, Bandung, Indonesia premadi�as.itb.a.idFranesa Primas, European Southern Observatory, Garhing, Germany fprimas�eso.orgDaniel Proga, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Las Vegas, USA dproga�physis.unlv.eduTomas Proseky, Astronomial Institute, ASCR, Ondrejov, Czeh Republi proseky�asu.as.zVojislava Protith-Benishek, Astronomial Observatory, Belgrade, Serbia vproti�aob.bg.a.yuMihael Prouza, Nunius Sidereus III, Prague, Czeh Republi prouza�fzu.zAndrej Pr�sa, University of Ljubljana, Ljubljana, Slovenia andrej.prsa�fmf.uni-lj.siMaxim Pshirkov, Lebedev Physial Institute, Pushhino, Russian Federation pshirkov�prao.ruIvanio Puerari, INAOE, Sta. Maria Tonantzintla, Mexio puerari�inaoep.mxElena Puga, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Leuven, Belgium elena�ster.kuleuven.beJean-Loup Puget, IAS, Orsay Cedex, Frane jean-loup.puget�ias.u-psud.frSimon Pustilnik, Speial Astropysial Observatory RAS, Zelenhuk distrit, Russian Federation sap�sao.ruIzold Pustylnik, Tartu Observatory, Tartu, Estonia izold�aai.eeJean-Mar Quilb�e, A & A - EDP Sienes, Les Ulis, Frane quilbe�edpsienes.orgAndrew Quinn, James Cook University, Australia, Reddith, United Kingdom ajq20042003�yahoo.o.ukKenneth Quinn, SPRINGER, Heidelberg, Germany kenneth.quinn�springer.omAndreas Quirrenbah, Landessternwarte Heidelberg, Heidelberg, Germany A.Quirrenbah�lsw.uni-heidelberg.deM. Cristina Rabello-Soares, Stanford University, Stanford, USA soares�sun.stanford.eduRen�e Raine, Universit�e de Montr�eal, Mont-St-Hilaire, Canada raine�astro.umontreal.aVenkataraman Radhakrishnan, Raman Researh Institute, Bangalore, India rad�rri.res.in52
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